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WASTED BRILLIANCE IN AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN
Comment - Victoria Carlton
I have just finished a busy day working with children who have learning difficulties.
Learning difficulties? You must be joking! I just finished a session with a seven-year-old who learned five new sounds in an hour, learned about tangrams and how to solve quite involved number puzzles. 
True, we had to let him stop after 30 minutes and have a five-minute run with a staff member. True, he often didn’t appear to be listening. Despite this, he could take in more information than most children I have ever worked with. 
This particular child has been failing at school and his teachers have expressed their concerns to me. They are well aware that if they had more time and resources and could provide more “hands on” learning, maybe there really wouldn’t be a problem. 
Before that, I assessed a child who was only slightly behind the expected “norms”- mainly due to difficulties with phonics and lack of appropriate multi-sensory input. 
For two years he has been on a merry-go–round of services. Finally, his parents could take no more! This merry-go-round has cost around $6,500 and by the time he had reached me there had been no appreciable improvement. 
After all the programmes he has been placed on, he still needed to come to us to be taught in a way that made sense to him.
Make no mistake- learning difficulties is big business! If you jump onto the merry-go-round you can expect to pay out huge sums of money and you may be simply missing the point. 
Your child may actually need a different style of teaching, one not provided by the school. Many of these children are quite brilliant, but need programmes that are very visual, multi-sensory and allow for regular movement.
Early this afternoon I worked with a 15 year old boy who has a fine mind, is a gifted artist and can perform the equivalent maths of a first year university student. He watched a teacher working with a child who had a phonic problem and commented to me quietly- “If only I had been taught like that”! 
His parents have spent around $10, 000 over the last 5 years for absolutely zero effects. His spelling is similar to a child in grade three. We are using multi-sensory learning methods that are at long last helping him to spell and not experience the dreadful loss of self-esteem that has always been present for him.
Similarly, a young man of 14 years I assessed at another centre early this morning has a gifted mind, can problem solve and draw like a professional artist, but has no idea how to study so spends most days after school in detention because he simply cannot organise himself.
He HAS tried Ritalin and Dexamphetamine, neither of which could motivate his heart and mind, or show him the rudiments of getting knowledge into long term memory. 
We will work with mind-mapping, study skills and help him to organise his writing but the real damage- the low self-esteem- that will take a long, long time to repair.
These stories are repeated every day for me and I am continuously amazed that we are at the beginning of the 21st century and still no closer to teaching in the ways that are necessary for children to learn. 
6 to 12 children in every class of 30 are failing because they are not able to learn in the ways we are teaching them.
Teachers are frustrated because they KNOW this and cannot provide the services their children need due to large class sizes and lack of resources and personnel.
So, children are labelled as having learning deficits and then placed on a myriad of programmes that usually have very little or nothing at all to do with actually teaching the children to improve academic outcomes.
Schools are one of the only institutions that look pretty much the same as they did in the last century. If your great, great grandmother came back today and walked into a classroom she would feel right at home. 
Children HAVE changed. Many of them need extra assistance with basic organisation, concentration, literacy and numeracy. Not all children can learn in a conventional classroom atmosphere and it is not drugs and detentions they need - it is care, respect and programmes tailored to their needs.
We are not giving children what they need. Children have their own unique ways of learning and we are not honouring them. Unless they conform to the way we want to teach they are doomed to fail!
What a shame. What brilliance we are missing. What wasted opportunities. It is time we woke up in Australia and truly took the steps to become the KNOWLEDGE NATION we aspire to be. 
To find out more about the teachings of Victoria Carlton contact the International Centre for Excellence on 9368 8748.
We believe that all kids are smart!
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