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THE LINK

ISSUE 4

The important thing is not to stop questioning

Albert Einstein

Dear Parents,

Welcome to our TERM 4 PROGRAMMES.

After a very successful holiday program, the students have settled down for a thoroughly enjoyable, hard-working term!

NOVEMBER SINGAPORE PROGRAMS

Victoria will be travelling to Singapore twice in November to conduct workshops, to assess children and check on progress of children previously assessed. She will also offer advice to teachers and counseling to parents.

Victoria’s dates in Singapore are 8-14th Nov and 23rd Nov-Dec 1st. Parents are welcome to email us or contact us on our Singapore mobile: 9376 1926 from 8th November. She can also be contacted through the OASIS LEARNING CENTRE (6 336 6522)

DETAILS OF WORKSHOPS AND SERVICES AVAILABLE IN SINGAPORE IN NOVEMBER
various JOLLY PHONICS talks for parents and teachers

· workshop: CREATING SMART KIDS: Thurs 13th Nov 7-9pm This workshop will teach you how to raise all the multiple intelligences and to ensure children also develop high EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE  (Parents and teachers) 

· HOW TO RAISE EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENT INTELLIGENCE IN CHILDREN- EQ WILL PROMOTE IQ: Nov 27th 7-9:30pm

· MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: LEARN HOW TO INCREASE ALL OF YOUR CHILDREN’S INTELLIGENCES Thurs 28th Nov: 7-9:30pm (Parents and Teachers)

· HELPING CHILDREN TO BECOME CREATIVE AND EFFECTIVE WRITERS  Fri 29th Nov: 7-9:30 (Parents and Teachers)

· THE WORK-SMART PROGRAM: USING MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES AND INCREASING EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE TO CREATE HAPPY, EFFECTIVE WORKPLACES AND INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY AND PROFITS Sat 30th Nov 3-6pm   (Businesses, corporations, Teachers etc)  

· NURTURING YOUR CHILD’S GIFTS AND TALENTS: STRATEGIES FOR CHALLENGING AND ENRICHING YOUR CHILDREN’S MINDS :Sun Dec 1st 1-4pm (Parents and teachers)

· full educational assessments varied appointment times-day and evening

· follow up sessions and parent counselling: day and evening

· holiday programs for children : IMPROVING LITERACY, CREATIVE WRITING, NUTS AND BOLTS- phonics and grammar, THINKING SKILLS AND MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES

PLEASE CONTACT US BY PHONE OR EMAIL TO BOOK FOR THESE PROGRAMS. DISCOUNTS APPLY FOR ATTENDANCE AT MORE THAN 1 PROGRAM.

EMAIL: victoriacarlton@ice-au.com, or Victoria direct on  victoriacarlton@iinet.net.au

Readers are leaders. Thinkers succeed.

Marva Collins
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NEW PROGRAMS

Please make sure you fill out the STUDENT DETAILS SHEET if you have not done so. We will be giving you all our WELCOME TO ICE PACKAGE so that you can read about all our programmes and be up to date with all our terms and conditions. Please ask for this pack if you have not had it.

TEACHERS PACKS

These will be available from the beginning of next week. Please take one to give to your child’s teacher.

CUISENAIRE RODS

We have been using these coloured rods to teach many aspects of mathematics. We find them very helpful for children approximately 3-10yrs, to teach main concepts, place value and problem solving.

ADD AND GIFTEDNESS

There is some research that relates giftedness to ADD as well as to Dyslexia. We find this very affirming as we have been convinced for some time that many of our children are actually gifted and need acceleration and stimulation programs.

The marvelous thing about learning style is that every teacher can help to provide a warm prevailing breeze to lift all those “kites” and help them soar. Sometimes the strings may get tangled up, but now we can understand how a little more dimension and space can keep them free and flying.

Emilie Piper.


FINISH DATE FOR ICE 

We will be closing ICE on the 20th December and re-opening Friday January 3rd. All ACADEMIC BOOSTER PROGRAMS will commence from that date.

LAST BSP FOR YEAR

The last BRAIN STIMULATION PROGRAM for the year will be held on Thursday 21st November at our LEEDERVILLE CENTRE. We hope to see all parents who have not already attended and they are encouraged to enroll.

 Attendance at this workshop will also give you many ideas for stimulating academic development during the long January break.

None of you has ever failed. School may have failed you. Goodbye to failure children. Welcome to success.

Marva Collins

YOUNG LEARNER’S GROUPS

We hold early learning groups at all centres for children who are ready to commence formal literacy and numeracy skills before school-age. This is a fun, interactive program that places emphasis on motor skills, phonics, readiness activities and social skills. The children learn to read and write quickly and naturally and we are very pleased with results.

OUR SCHOOL

We are aware that many of you are keen to find out about plans for the school. We have had to concentrate on clinic development this year and the school has not been our main focus. You will be glad to know that in 2003 we will be looking for suitable premises and hoping to accelerate our application. We did not want to rush this process as we wanted to be very clear about the sort of school we wanted to provide.

The school will be small and will cater for individual learning styles. Each child will be working on their own individual educational plan, although they will also be a member of a learning group. Parents will be fully empowered to be part of our programs and multi-sensory learning techniques will be used as much as possible.

As most of the children we see are visual learners we will be using many visual teaching strategies.

We are hoping to cater for students from Kindergarten to Year 12. Some places will be reserved for our overseas clients and all faiths and cultures will be welcome.
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CHRISTMAS PRESENTS    

Many excellent books are published to meet the Christmas market each year. Most of your children will not ask for books, but will really treasure a special book that you share with them. If you are unsure of titles have a browse at WESTBOOKS in Burswood Drive, Burswood or if you are in Singapore contact Kiran Shah (6447 3320) to view her fantastic collection of children’s literature.

Davina Tay (466 7179) stocks some wonderful learning toys in her stores and also markets all the components of JOLLY PHONICS.

Wooldridges in Osborne Park are starting to market JOLLY PHONICS and also have many interesting games, books and educational CDs. (opposite IKEA in Scarborough Beach Rd.)

TERM 4

TERM 4 is traditionally a difficult one due to tests, exams as well as many interruptions for Christmas activities, sports carnivals, concert practices etc!

Try not to add any more activities so that your children have some “down-time” to relax! It is important that they attend all sessions this term so we can support their skill development, and help them improve results.

The closing date for ICE is 20th December. PLEASE DO NOT MISS THE FINAL SESSION. We conduct testing sessions at the end of term and give out reports in the last week as well as special awards and certificates. It is SO important for children to be affirmed and to celebrate their successes together so please make sure they do not miss any sessions.

MISSED SESSIONS

We now charge for all missed sessions unless we are given 48 hours notice.  Our teachers do a great deal of preparation and take a very professional attitude towards their work. Your children need the consistency of regular, carefully planned teaching. If you do have to miss a session, please make it up by doubling up the next session in time or coming for a catch-up session to another centre.

We require 2 weeks notice in writing if you have to withdraw your child for any reason.
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HOLIDAY BOOSTER SESSIONS

Both morning and afternoon sessions are available throughout January.

These HOLIDAY BOOSTER SESSIONS are designed to help children revise important literacy and numeracy concepts from the current year, and we also give them a sneak preview of some of the more difficult concepts they will meet in the New Year. 

Attendance at this program will enable your child to have successful, academic records in 2003, and to start school with a high degree of confidence.

PROGRAMS ARE PROVIDED FOR STUDENTS FROM KINDERGARTEN AGE –YEAR 12

STUDY SKILLS PROGRAM FOR HIGH-SCHOOL STUDENTS

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ARE WELCOME AT THESE INTENSIVE PROGRAMS. 

JOURNALS

We encourage all children to write and draw in daily journals to learn to express their thoughts and feelings.

This is meant to encourage children and we want it to be an enjoyable process so PLEASE don’t mark spelling if you can possibly stop yourselves! 

SPELLING PRACTICE

If you want to help your child with spelling skills remember that repetition is the key but use INTERESTING repetition!

· write words in colours

· spell words while jumping on a small trampoline

· use the beaded and triple letters approach (ask us for info if you don’t know how to use this one)

· double-doodle the words (brain-gym)

RECENT TERROR ATTACKS 

Please ensure your child does not watch disturbing images on TV. They cannot understand what is happening and experience unnecessary fear and tension. 

It is important that children be allowed to have their child-hoods, and be shielded from violence, racism and feelings of insecurity. At times like this we need to make sure we are providing firm boundaries for our children as this makes them feel safety and they need to know caring adults are in charge!

This does not mean children cannot be allowed to experience freedom or to be creative. We all need to know the boundaries and to understand the social rules that ensure we can all peacefully co-exist. If you truly believe as we do, that wars are made or avoided in the school sand-pit, we need to emphasise EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE and help all our children to learn to collaborate and co-operate.

We emphasise a different value each week and weave it into our programs. Examples of these values are confidence, honesty and assertiveness.
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NUTRITION AND BRAIN CHEMISTRY

Although we are usually very cautious about endorsing any products that promise results for academic development we are most interested in a particular group of nutrition supplements that appear to really help children with learning difficulties. We are researching these nutrients and our initial reading and perusal of results has shown us that it may be worthwhile for clients to try these nutrients for optimum concentration and effective learning, as well as excellent all-round health! A study that is showing that these nutrients can minimise autism behaviours is particularly exciting! If you would like more information- please contact Shelley Grogan at the ICE office (9368 8758 or 0418 955 219)

KINESIOLOGY & REIKI

Some children with learning disorders and concentration problems respond well to Kinesiology and Reiki. We have a complementary health care practitioner offering consultancy services to children at ICE. Martin has a Diploma in Health Science and is a member of the Australian Traditional Medicine Society. Martin can be contacted on 9277 7596, or 0417 969 273.

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

No matter what program your child is enrolled in, we have individual education plans for each child. At each tuition session your child is given tailor made tuition, which is designed to be as interesting and effective as possible. We find that academic progress for children in groups is usually more rapid than for our children on individual tuition. However, we understand that sometimes you need a tutor to your home and we can certainly provide this service.

HOMEWORK CENTRES IN 2003

We are aware of the problems of working parents in relation to homework. It is important that parents are able to spend quality time with children in the evenings, and therefore it is preferable to have all homework finished before taking children home. We will be offering homework supervision at some key schools to enable children to work with assistance so that they can have free time with parents.

OUR TUITION AND CHALLENGE CENTRES

We have recently opened a CURRAMBINE CENTRE and will shortly open a centre at GOSNELLS. We believe that these centres will give sufficient coverage so that any child requiring our services will not have too far to travel.

Our centres are now in Guildford Grammar, Alfred Cove, Fremantle, Currambine, Leederville and soon to be Gosnells.

Rockingham and Mandurah parents can come to the Fremantle clinic or be placed on our OUTREACH PROGRAM.

Country parents are able to come to our city centres for assessment and regular progress checks and intensive holiday sessions. Their children can be placed on the OUTREACH program which is a home-study program designed to allow country clients to help their children at home with weekly lessons, ideas and advice supplied by us. Clients will need to have an email address, as a great deal of information will be transmitted in this mode.

The OUTREACH TUTION PROGRAM is also available for our overseas clients. Please contact us for more information.

WELCOME
Welcome to Riekie who is a very experienced psychologist. Riekie brings a great deal of valuable experience from her many years of experience working with teachers and children in the Netherlands.

My idea of education is to unsettle the minds of the young and inflame their intellects.

-Robert Maynard Hutchins
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WRITING FROM OUR BUDDING AUTHORS

MY PETS BY NICK

Hi I’ve got three pets. There’s a dog and his name is Bob and I’ve another dog his name is Chappy and a cat. Her name is Relfy.
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HAPPY SCHOOLS by Alistair Steensma

To make schools happy-

· teachers must not yell at kids

· we need more help with maths

· good food should be provided

· not too many tests should be given!

Many children would definitely agree with Alistair!

A DREAMTIME STORY by Brooke Skinner

In the dream-time, the spider woman lived in a cave near Wave Rock. Spiderwoman ate children by catching them in her hair. One day Spider Woman went on Wave Rock. God banished Spider Woman to the sky. God never let her back. To this day if you look up at the sky you can see her hair is the clouds.

Brooke and her parents are travelling around Australia at present and we hope she is making up many other DREAM TIME stories!

ICE MAGAZINE

We hope to produce a magazine of children’s work entitled ICE CUBES in December! We will be encouraging children to submit articles for publication.

Take care- we will have another issue of LINK just before the close of the school year.

Regards  Victoria and all staff
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Working in partnership with you to develop your child’s potential
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