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May 1st, 2006

Dear Parents,

Welcome to our TERM 2 programs and to the new families who have joined us. This is a FAMILY approach as helping 

children in ANY way involves the whole family-not just the target child and us!

I was in Singapore during the holidays to present a workshop at the KIDS FOR CHARACTER conference on EQ4FAMILIES course. There has been a huge amount of interest in this course –many of you may have read the article about our Emotional Intelligence courses in last week’s Sunday Times. The EQ4KIDZ course is also being researched by a Masters student from Curtin University.

The children’s course is available at our Bayswater and Melville centres. The date for the next parent course: EQ4FAMILIES will be announced shortly.

This term we are launching the WHEN (Wholistic Education Network) and holding some fascinating wholistic education seminars including- healing with flower essences, a naturopath speaking about nutrition for children and a kinesiologist discussing the impact of kinesiology exercises on academic learning. There will also be a KINESIOLOGY FOR KIDS workshop.

We have some very exciting learning programs planned for this term. All children have individual learning plans and there is also a weekly learning focus.

BASKETBALL by Fabio

You can get goals.

[image: image2.wmf]You have lots of fun.

You can’t cheat.

You can’t punch in Basketball.

You can win.

You need to practise a lot.

I like throwing the ball through the hoop.

FEES

Please remember that fees must be kept one week ahead at all times. We prefer monthly or term payments so we do not have to bill. The only way we can keep tuition costs down is to not have to spend valuable planning time, chasing overdue fees. As an educational company that strives for innovation and results, we prefer to put energy into program planning, assessment and evaluation rather than chasing overdue accounts! We are happy to receive money by cheque, credit card payment (ring the    office or arrange regular deductions) or cash. (Please place any cash in an envelope with child’s name printed neatly on front of envelope and the amount enclosed and dates paid for also recorded.        PLEASE TURN OVER
Remember: your child is booked in for ALL sessions so missed weeks are still charged for but you can do “make-ups” during mutually acceptable times.

READING MATERIAL

We need to get all A-Z readers back to begin the term. These readers are not photocopied-they are printed from a specific website that empowers children by offering a structured, exceptionally well put together reading program. Each year we pay a fee to join this website and be able to download any of the materials available. Please ensure your child returns their books each week.

STAR WORK

This is the term we use for HOMEWORK. If your child already has a great deal of homework-please disregard any extra work we give, apart from reading books and any special projects children want to do.

Otherwise: our STARWORK (HOMEWORK) will consist of-

· multiplication tables practise (yes-we believe these are essential and from Gd 3 should be practised on a regular basis)

· reading A-Z book, sometimes a small comprehension task will be written on the front of the book, and there may also be a speed and fluency sheet for daily practice

· there may be spelling/grammar or maths work to practise or finish

· this term we will be giving out many “Thinking Skills” sheets for children to take home-these are fun, brain stimulating and meant for the whole family!

· JOURNALS: all children will keep a daily journal to record ideas, thoughts, happenings etc. This book will serve as a communication book for us and the children and we suggest you also write to the children in these journals. Please provide a BLANK book for the children to use as a journal. (a sketchbook is ideal- A5 is perfect) 

HAVE SOME FUN EACH DAY

No Primary children should EVER do more than 1-hour homework per night. Please remember children need time to run and play and just dream! We all suffer when we miss out on reflect and fun time. Please remember adults also need some fun times each day! Try to ensure you have some “playtime” each day. Remember – a good belly laugh raises white blood cell count and protects us against all types of illnesses. During the coming cold months you may need a few extra good laughs a day to keep the flu away!  

 Regards Victoria and staff
Working in partnership with you to develop your child’s potential
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