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Dear Parents, 
We have had many differences about HOMEWORK. Some of you want heaps and some want none at all as you have so much from school!

Here is our policy:

We believe ALL children will benefit from a small amount of basic skills practice each weekday evening. This should generally not exceed 30 mins in Primary school. If a special project is needed they may occasionally go over this time but these children need their leisure time.

Year 8: 1.5 hours 

Year 9: 2 hours

Year 10/11:2.5 hours

Year 12: 3 hours

Primary children can practise spelling, read some of their book and practise tables. If you DO want homework-please let us know so we can make up a package that will last you a few weeks. I prefer our teachers to have 100% teaching time with your child, rather than working out homework requirements. When the package is finished, please return it and we will mark it, and prepare another one.

The A-Z books are available for all children and we like children to take one and give a short talk about it each week. This helps them improve comprehension as well as improving oral language skills. 

We have now instituted a “quiet-time” during all group teaching sessions where children down tools and reflect and relax for 2 mins. It has absolutely no religious connotation but is most definitely helping them to relax and focus.

After this reflection we all have RAVE-ON writing for 7 mins where the children write anything they want, flat out, trying to beat their previous word score. This has already had a great beneficial effect on writing fluency.

We hope your children have been telling you the colour and actions for the parts of grammar we have been learning. So far we have learned about ADJECTIVES, PROPER NOUNS and Nouns. This week we begin VERBS. We use the JOLLY System of learning and children use colour and movement to learn sounds, decode words and improve spelling and grammar.
Last week we had a big concentration on Division and we are beginning to extend and consolidate concepts of multiplication this week. We use Cuisenaire rods as well as MABS, counters and number lines to ensure children fully understand these all important processes.
All children are encouraged to learn their multiplication tables to a point where they are automatic. This may involve juggling, jumping, cross-crawling and singing but somehow we LEARN them!

Our BRAIN STIMULATION program is back into full swing. ALL children are doing exercises to help stimulate all parts of their brain, and maximise “whole-brain” learning. These exercises also relax the children and make the learning relatively stress free and enjoyable.

Please pencil in Wed 28th March for our WHEN (Wholistic Education Education Network) talk on BRAIN STIMULATION AND MULTISENSORY LEARNING STRATEGIES workshop (7-9pm) You will be given many empowering strategies you can use with your child at home. Please also encourage your child’s teacher to come along. Attendance is a low $15 per person with a delicious supper provided!

Have a happy week. We are hoping to get these newsletters out on a weekly basis this term! Thankyou for paying your $15 amenities fee-this helps us keep costs down! We have acquired hundreds of dollars of fantastic new books and teaching aids this term. Your children are already enjoying them!

Congratulations to Simone, TJ and Qui for great academic improvement in February.

Kind Regards,

Victoria and staff
Working in partnership with you to develop your child’s potential
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