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 Dear Parents,
Most of you have now met DANIELLE and realise what an amazing educator she is! Danielle is able to talk to you about your children’s progress and help you with any queries at all.

She plays such an important part in our organisation as we are now seeking to grow ICE and spread our programs by licensing my methods and training teachers to use them effectively. This means I have a HUGE amount of writing to do and having Danielle onboard is helping me find the time!

Her presence also means that my programs and methods are effectively carried out while I am away training and so your children are given the best quality programs possible.

I am still at ICE most days and whenever possible my door is open to parents who want to chat about their children or our programs.
No matter how many centres use our programs, we intend to retain our centralised premises to continue to develop and offer the finest education programs possible.
BOOK CLUB

This month has some very good titles-please give us orders as soon as possible.

TIME MANAGEMENT

I am sure you have noticed that we are not great time managers! If we are teaching we tend to get carried away and keep going past the finish time! This often means a congested hall way occurs. We are trying to stop this but you can imagine how hard it is to stop the teaching when children are asking questions and fully absorbed in the lesson. If you need to get to an appointment let us know by getting Martin or Anna to come into the classroom or just knock on the door!

NUMBERS

At times you might see us at the GATHERING TIME when we combine all 3 groups for motivational input and meditation. We love this special time and it creates a real sense of community-however be assured we then go back to our groups for our written and skills work. We adhere strictly to our small group policy and most groups are between 3-7 children.
(PTO)
We have a veritable FEAST of writing from our talented students this week!

________________________

By Sophie A

Once upon a time, a long time ago there was a little girl whose name was Francen. She was going on holidays with her family and they all went to a place called Sanatena. 
It was so beautiful but it was very, very BUSHY and at night it was very dark and the wind was making sounds like a ghost. It was scary I could only hear it because we were all sleeping in a tent.
 Then the next night it was even scarier than the first night. We were there but I couldn’t sleep so I went for a wander around the bush. I was walking for five minutes and I got lost. No-one was there with me. I stopped and looked around for a minute or two. All I could hear was the wind and bushes rattling. I saw a couple of lizards but it was too dark to see anything else so I kept on walking. Then I heard a big roar. Then I started to get worried but I didn’t stop walking. 
I stopped and all these snakes stared surrounding me and then all the spiders started climbing up my body. Then I was running and running so fast -  as fast as I could and I was screaming as loudly as I could and then I just fell to the ground and stopped breathing.

 After a minute I was breathing again and got up on my feet and started to run again. I saw these lights shining in my eyes. It was some people camping. I went a bit closer then I saw who it was. It was my family. I was running and crying at the same time. I gave everyone a big hug and went back to sleep but I woke up again. I found out it was just a dream but it felt like it was real and I was sweating really badly so I went outside for some fresh air. The next day we went back home. It was a long drive. 
Eventually we got home and I sat down and watched TV. Then I went to bed and fell asleep really quickly!
___________________________

By Riley F
I did a picture of Lego people. One guy is going up into the air and he is trying to escape.

The big, mean troll is on the good team. His wacked his big spiky thing and jumped onto one of the towers.

My Gooey man shot some slime onto Ice Robot then Fire Robot shot fire onto Mr Gooey Man and he jumped on him, broke his arm and smashed the bowl on Mr Gooey’s head.

Then Mr Gooey died. An evil mad scientist did a karate kick on Fire Robot’s stomach and pushed all the other robots into the towers broke them. 

Mr Good Troll was really funny. He got his big bat and went “dong” on evil mad scientist, tied them up and put them in gaol.

So the bad guys went to jail 

___________________
The next selection is from responses the children wrote to a book called Emma’s Rug by Allen Say

When I looked at the rug I saw a face and I don’t know what it was. It looked like a friendly Chinese dragon- the one where people stand in it. It was red and white with gray whiskers and red scales. It had silky white fur. It had great big, blue moist eyes. That’s what I saw. 

 By Jamie

_________________________

It was dark and mostly misty. I stepped on a giant footprint. The mist cleared and a Pokémon 300 ft large appeared. The name came to my head DIALGA. It opened its jaws and shot out balls of light. The move is rare. It is called Roar of time. A blast came through from the other side. Another Pokémon as large as Dialda, Palkia used its signature move-SPECIAL REND. When he made the move he used the pink pearl on his arm and made a special REND. 

By Max
___________________________

“It is so sunny”, I said to Zarah.

We were in Singapore on a holiday. My family and I are staying in Singapore for a week. Our hotel is the best in the world-four and a half stars-that’s pretty good you’ve got to admit!
I loved going to Universal Studios. The rides were fantastic.

Brittany D
__________________________

Zarah: MY STORY

Me and Geronimo Stilton were flying on the dragon of rainbows. When we saw a Pegasus we asked for a wish. We said that at the end of the day we will fly into a bed and dream of the great adventures of tomorrow. The Pegasus said, YES. So, at the end of the day, me and Geronimo Stilton flew into a bed and dreamt about our adventures of (PTO)

tomorrow. It was the BEST DAY OF MY LIFE! 

_________________________
Isabelle K   THE MAGIC STAR

Once there was a magical star called Earth and when the star got wished on it got bigger and bigger. It was the only star in the sky. On the last wish it blew into a million pieces of the star. That’s why the sky is named Earth.

__________________________

NAPLAN by Georgia K

Everyone is talking about NAPLAN. It has been on TV and in the newspapers. When I go to school my friends talk about it. Worrying about NAPLAN is causing children to feel real stress. NAPLAN is not good for children and in fact causes psychological damage.

Firstly, stressed kids get angry and can break down. Too much pressure on a child stops them thinking and may lead to lower results.

Secondly, are persuasive texts really suitable for grade three children? They can hardly write a decent sentence and so this part of the test is asking most of them the impossible. A short narrative would have been more appropriate.

Thirdly, surely NAPLAN should be widely acknowledged to be a means to ensure the schools and teachers are helping children to reach appropriate levels. Why not tell children this, so they begin to feel less stressed?

It is important that we find out if Australian children are being educated well and reaching appropriate levels but there are other well documented means of checking progress. 
NAPLAN is not the best way!

HEAR HEAR GEORGIA!!!
To read what I think of NAPLAN visit my blog: victoriacarlton.com.au
None of you has ever failed. School may have failed you. Goodbye to failure children. Welcome to success.

Marva Collins
Kind regards,[image: image2.jpg]



Victoria Carlton, Director ICE
