LEARNING WITH LOVE by Victoria Carlton
Love is the centre of our curriculum at International Centre for Excellence. (ICE) Love and respect for each child and their families lie at the heart of all we do. We foster the uniqueness and yearning for knowledge in every child.

Parents are treated with utmost respect, listened to and fully informed as they are undoubtedly the senior partners in our learning contracts.
We are “learning detectives”. We set out to find out HOW a child learns, what their interests are and we strengthen their weak areas and extend their strengths. We write individualised learning plans that will utilise their passions and learning style.
We teach literacy with a clear belief that all children can learn basic literacy skills and can enjoy the wonderful world of literature. We use a colour coded, action-oriented method to teach phonics, spelling and grammar. Children are all placed on a systematic reading program with associated interesting, relevant comprehension exercises. We believe reading daily from quality texts is the key to sustained reading progress. 
We know that oral language is the key to literacy so there is an oral language component in every learning session. We want our children to be confident, competent speakers.

We meditate before writing and children learn how to extend their writing by going to their creative inner heartlands. Children are also taught the scaffolding to write in many genres and become confident, proficient writers. We take the time and allow large chunks of time to teach these skills. We refuse to compromise on time and insist that children are given the necessary time to develop a life-long love of learning. 
Much of our mathematics is taught “on the floor” with games, hands-on material designed to develop and extend mathematical understanding. The children are then given practise time to ensure they can also demonstrate their new skills within their workbooks. All children can become proficient with basic maths skills if helped to understand the basic concepts and given enough relevant “hands-on” experience.
We provide comprehensive educational assessments. We tell children the results and show them how we can help them improve. We want them to be managers of their learning plans. We ask them for their input and ideas about their strengths, weaknesses and learning needs. by honestly telling them results and how we will help them. We use both quantitative and qualitative testing and offer dyslexia screening and multiple intelligence profiling. 
Self-esteem, assertiveness, resilience, confidence and calming techniques are built into our curriculum. We also have 2 specific programs to further develop these traits in children. These are essential skills for children and actually fuel all learning. Emotional intelligence is far more important than IQ!
We believe that all children can learn. All children are unique and loveable. We respect the greatness inherent in all of them.
It has taken many long years to develop and craft our approach and curriculum. We are now ready to spread our methods and will be offering franchises in Australia and overseas. We will also be starting a school. We use workbooks but they are only a part of the learning. Real learning can be a messy, “hands-on” noisy and creative affair. We want REAL learning with real and lasting academic results for all our children.

We have our own kinesiologist and brain stimulation movements and kinesiology exercises are built into all our lessons. This ensures our children are fully engaged in the learning process. 

We believe learning should centre on themes children love and should have relevance and provide inspiration for children. For example, our children have recently built a huge dragon and this will be a stimulus for reading writing and maths. Our aim is to create a life-long love of learning!
Each week we centre on a new value and help to weave it into our programs through our choice of literature discussions and writing topics.

We have a unique learning pathway that combines individualised literacy and numeracy programs with opportunities to be creative and intensive skill based teaching drawn from our curriculum. Our curriculum is centred on basic literacy and numeracy and we believe all children benefit from being taught these basic skills in a systematic fashion with inbuilt revision and plenty of opportunity for pencil and paper practice. 
If you want to know more about our approach please ring at ICE on 9271 4200 or email us at iceinfo@iinet.net.au You can also visit our website at www.ice-au.com.
