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LABELS LIMIT OUR CHILDREN by Victoria Carlton, Director of ICE
We see many children in Australia and overseas, who have been diagnosed and labelled as AUTISTIC, DYSLEXIC, ADD etc and we are really concerned that our use of labels is a seriously limiting behaviour.
Once the label has been applied, we then expect a particular type of behaviour and we ONLY SEE WHAT WE ALREADY KNOW TO BE TRUE ABOUT THIS TYPE OF CONDITION! This is frightening as we are limiting our children. Instead of describing their behaviours and using our observations to draw up specific remediation programs, we lump them all into a particular category and treat them according to a pre-set group of procedures and expectations.
At ICE we have decided to step out from this mould and to treat each child as a unique individual with individual strengths and weaknesses. We refuse to limit our children by labelling them, and make the promise that each child will be treated with respect, consideration and given an appropriate teaching programme. Many children we have seen are already labelled but when given an appropriate multi-sensory program exceed all expectations!
If children are allowed to learn in ways that are natural to them they will ALL make improvement. We always advise parents to stop putting labels on their children- take off the limits and watch their child develop their own unique strengths and talents.
Any parents who are interested in chatting to us about our non-limiting assessments and programmes can contact us at ICE on 9271 4200. We have some very exciting term and holiday programs to help ALL children reach their potential.
We believe that all kids are smart!
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