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      THE LINK NEWSLETTER

International Centre for Excellence

“Per ardua ad astra” 
 www.ice-au.com             9271 4200                                                                                                              


Dear Parents,
Welcome to our TERM 4 programs and also welcome to our Singaporean children and parents from BETTY-LAND centre.

We have some exciting developments this term including new spelling programs and a biofeedback system!

CAN-DO cubes

Our first shipment of CAN-DO cubes has arrived from the UK and Martin has managed to wade through customs duties/ exchange rates etc and reach a fair price for purchase. These cubes are not cheap but they are EXCELLENT for consolidating phonics/ grammar and spelling skills and will most definitely accelerate learning development if used a few times a week.

Have a look at them in the office. We are training schools how to use them and we are also developing extra games for them. If you do purchase a set we will provide you with all the extra suggestions and games. They are well worth the investment as they can be used in so many ways!

BOOK CLUB

The Christmas book club edition is now available (ask if you haven’t received it) and the books available are fantastic! I haven’t prepared VIC’S PICK’S this month because there are so many fantastic choices! We have ordered a great deal more stock and I strongly urge you to consider making some of your Christmas present choices from this catalogue-the prices are very low and the quality is very high! If you are ordering-can you finalise orders by next Monday (29th October)

NEW SPELLING PROGRAM

We are using a new online program to help children gain spelling control over basic vocabulary. If the system is very successful we will send you info and recommend you also purchase the program. A few children will begin the trial for just 20 mins of their tuition time and we will then start other children. We have searched for many years to find such a program and I believe this one will increase word recognition and also build spelling strengths!

BIOFEEDBACK SYSTEM
Those of you concerned with low concentration levels and stressed children, will be glad to hear our new Biofeedback system is fantastic! We will use it on some children this week and gradually increase the numbers. 
Some of you may wish to book an extra time so children can take advantage of these programs. Please see Martin if you wish to book for an extra hour or 1.5 hours.

CALM COURSE
We also have a course entitled CALM (Calm And Learn More) beginning on Thursdays 3:30-4:30, and 4:45 -5:45. This course teaches children about meditation, guided visualisations, yoga, tai-chi and journaling. The course calms children right down so they are more relaxed, less stressed and able to learn more, enjoy higher standards of health and generally have higher self-esteem and better self-concepts.

This is an ongoing course and is available now. Most children need at least 8 sessions to really feel and reflect the great inherent benefits of the course. The charge is $40 per session or $35 per session if 5 are booked and paid for ahead. A free parent workshop is also offered to participating parents.
SOME CHILDREN’S WORK FOR US ALL TO ENJOY!

TWINKLE FLAKES by Katelyn and her Mum, Gail

Twinkle, twinkle little flakes

How I wonder where you are?

Up above the trees so high

Like a little ice-block so cold

Twinkle, twinkle little flakes, 

How I wonder where you are?

By Tilly

COOL SAPPHIRE: Great big luscious blueberry pie running down my throat. So terribly juicy and scrumptious in my tum-tum

DAFFODIL MIST: Beautiful, nice daffodils swaying in the wind

Shining so brightly in your eyes

RED BLOODED: The juicy ripe strawberries so sweet and yummy

Big and fat that look like apples

CRYSTAL MIRAGE: Splashy, muddy puddles

Great to go jump in at winter

FROM OUR HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

(As you will see-we ate and worked!)
FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD (adapted from the original by our holiday writing group!)

Food, glorious food, hot chocolate and mustard

While we’re in the mood

Hot sausage and custard

Spicy tacos and sausage rolls

Icecreams, chocolate and berries

Chicken nuggets and pizza

Spa-ghe-ti

Food glorious food, hot chocolate and mustard

While were in the mood cold curry and custard

Hot chillies and strawberry jam

Popcorn chicken and lollies

Huge grilled steaks and crispy fish

What a great dish!!!

TASTE SENSATIONS
Walnut Sweet vanilla taste with squashy consistency

Smooth and really good

Chocolate

Crunchy, delicious

Creamy chocolate chips

Muddy, brown colour

Like when you make mud and you put too much water and overflows on you

Like eating and bathing in a mud bath

Apple

I am in my mum’s kitchen

Tastes lime lemon-I see pancakes, sugar and lemon

Like apple pudding

Reminds me of the sun

Blueberry

Fruit of the forest

Fruit of princesses and princes

Does Princess Mary love the burnt bit at the bottom as much as me?

For me muffins are top and bottom

Walnut is best – you can keep the rest

Chocolate is yummy-nice in your tummy

Apple rules like precious jewels

And more……..

Olivia had a little giraffe.

It made the children sing and laugh.

It followed her to Italy and its fur got very prickly

Lili had a little fish

It gave her a magic wish

Lili wished for 50 cats

To sit on little Josie mats.

Vicky had a little frog

It hopped onto her little dog

The dog was stuck in the middle of the bog

And that was the end of the poor little frog

Alex had a little cow

The cow looked up and did a bow

He went down to the local pub

And ordered a little pizza sub

AARON

Aaron went to a pond to find marron

The marron were tasty 

So there was no wasty

Nathan is so sad

Something happened that was bad

His sister’s dog passed away

She will be remembered for many a day 

Shaun went to the corn

He ate a prawn and then fell on the lawn

And turned into a prawn

Sky went to see pets

She didn’t see jets

There were silkworms, puppies and mice

They were all very nice

By Alex

Mary had a little lamb

With its fleece as white as wool

It followed her to school

He looked up to the sky and prayed to God.

He said, “I wish I’d been to this school”

By Lily

A bear came to try and steal Lily’s heart

My brother, Darcy came to save me

By Shaun and Aaron

11 catch the sun

22 put on your shoe

33 look at me

44 open the door

55 keep away from the bee hive

66 do some tricks

77 fall on Bevan

88 my Mum’s late

99 climb a tall pine

10 10 fly with Ben

TRIP TO COLORADO BY OLIVIA

We went to Colorado last November. On the way we went to Hawaii, Disneyland in LA and then to Denver and then to Colorado.

Kelsey and I did distance Education. We had books sent to us from Western Australia. 
Mum and Dad were working on the ski slopes. They were teaching people how to ski. We were there till 9th April. We had snow all the time we were there. We wore really warm clothes. We stayed at West Vail. We had a kitchen, share bedroom and free cable TV. 

Kelsey and I went skiing a lot together. We also went skiing a lot with the instructors who worked with Mum and Dad. ………More another week!
FOOD BY ALEX

Potato chips

The chips were salty and delicious.

FRUIT BON-BONS

They were fruity with many flavours. They were tasty but not my favourite.

CHOCOLATE PODS

The chocolate pods had caramel in the middle, chocolate on the outside. They were in a biscuit pod. They were yummy and chocolatey. They made me feel all warm inside.

POTATO CHIPS.

When I put them into my mouth I tasted a sweet flavour like honey. Then I got a tangy like taste. They were also salty.I liked the chips the best.

CHOCOLATE PODS

They were Twix flavoured. They were a bowl of biscuit with chocolate and caramel inside. I liked them second best! But they were still really, really yummy!! I LOVE CHOCOLATE!!

BON-BONS

Bon-bons are little lollies of all flavours. There is pineapple, lemon, orange, raspberry and blackcurrant. They were hard with a little gooeyness in the middle.

By Olivia

THE SECRET

The Secret is about using your mind to get what you want in life. Like if you are expecting there to be bills in the mail, then there will be bills! If you want to loose weight then you don’t look at how big you are now and you put a picture in your mind of what you want to look like. That is why diets don’t work because you are looking at what you are and not what you want. If you keep your mind on something and you really focus on it then you will get it. Suppose it is money, it is for me!!! By Olivia       (((
By Olivia

PURPLE POTION: it makes me think of sleep potions and sleeping beauty.

Chick Flick: is full of laughs and handbags and shoes!

Butterfly wings: Make me feel free and ready to fly away.
WISTERIA SHADOWS: on wisteria lane are dark and mysterious.

FOREST FRUITS: re juicy and tasty and colourful.

DREAMY GAZE: I am always in a gaze, no matter where or when.
SUMMER DREAM: reminds me of summer dreams that I have in summer vacation when lying in the sun.

BY ALEX

WATERWAYS: reminds me of the beach.

TROPICAL POOL: makes me happy because I will have a swim.

BLUE CANAL: is for holiday boats.

DREAMBOAT: is where I play poker on the boat.

BURTON BEACH: leads me to peace.

DEEP DIVING: is me swimming deep under water

WATER  SCOUT: makes me really happy and peaceful.

By Lily

VALENTINE KISS: is pink love-hearts

LAVENDER HEART: makes me peaceful and happy.

LAVENDER LANE: like my purple pony

RICH FUCHSIA: is rich people throwing money everywhere.

PURPLE TWIST: is purple rainbows

By Vicky

ROCK RED: grounds me and leads me home.

MANDARIN MAGIC: lifts my heart up to the sky.

STRAWBERRY TART: makes me dream of chocolate fountains.

ANCIENT CITY: with dusty, wonderful smelling books.

COPPER SUNSETS: leads me to the tranquil evening.

Alex

I went to Scitech. I went to the science theatre. I squirted some purple stuff at a man.

Jessie by Lili

Jessie came from Myer. She is light purple. She has flowers on her and lovehearts in her eyes.

MAGIC STONE DREAMING

Lots of stones

Lots of colour

Power

Spirals

Tranquillity gardens

Straight lines

Whatever colours I like

I like how they are cold

They have different colours on them

Not even a colour-so cool

Like purple-actually grey

Stripey white

Purple white

Lining them up

Remind me of jelly-bellies

Good for play

J arrad is a nice name-SPELL IT RIGHT!

A nimals I like to play with

R unning is my thing 

R acing rams would be quite fun

A pples I enjoy eating

D ogs are great especially Jetta who belongs to my Grandma

Chapter 1 THE BEST AND THE WORST TRIP by Oliver
Everyone was excited. People were bustling about and the whole airport appeared to be zinging.

“This is going to be so good. It will be the best trip ever!” exclaimed Chinmaya to Kate.

Kate just smiled and curled up on the seat where they were waiting for the gate to open.

All the parents emerged from the Duty Free shop with their bags of expensive French wine, nuts and chocolates.

Hamud was sulking at the end of the row of seats. How on earth could he put up with these kids? If only he had been able to bring a friend. What a boring trip this would be!......……….
This is part of an excellent short story written by Oliver. We think it is fantastic! Well done Oliver-you are a real star and your excellent results last term prove that!
Kind Regards

Victoria and Staff
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