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Dear Parents,
Welcome to our TERM ONE programs.

We have a few new initiatives this term:

Maths and art will be linked. Last week most children studied the shapes within tangrams and made them into pictures.

Homework: We want children to bring their homework in to us so we can see what they are getting at school and at least make sure they know how to do it! We do not want children stressing with difficult homework after they leave us!

Tables: all children from year 2 onwards will be asked to practise their times tables:

Year 2s learn 2x and 3x

Year 3s learn 2x, 3x, 4x, 5x

Year 4s learn 2x, 3x, 4x, 5x, 6x, 7x, 8x, 9x

Years 5s, 6s, 7s  learn all up to 12 x

There will be an emphasis on geometry, addition and subtraction, money and time concepts this term.

Broad Themes to guide oral language, literacy and general coherence and enjoyment of programs:

Chinese New Year

Valentine’s Day

Summer-The Ocean

Easter

Writing types: expositions/narratives/retelling in both narrative and non-narrative areas, poetry
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Learning Games and specialised equipment for use this term:

Tangrams, geometrical construction equipment, lazy 8 marble boards, rainbow balls for juggling, our new JOLLY GRAMMAR board game, writing prompt cards and writing flip cards. Of course we use other games and equipment as well!
JOLLY PHONICS and JOLLY GRAMMAR programs are used for most attending students.

HIGH-SCHOOL-I am personally teaching a high-school group on Tuesdays. We have room for 2 more students in this dynamic group!
Our staff:

Carly is our learning coordinator and full time teacher. Carly also takes fee payments and you can call her Tues-Sat for information about programs and children’s progress. (She has Mondays off) 

Martin is in the office on Mondays only now so that he can concentrate on his very busy Kinesiology and Reiki work. Martin is seeing many children and parents from ICE and also training teachers and parents to use Reiki with their children.
Elisa is teaching on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Shannon is teaching on Saturdays only as she is still very busy with her two little boys!

I am present most days but I AM trying to take a few hours off for re-charge and also to finish many writing projects! We have begun our professional development program for teachers-Saturday afternoon was our first JOLLY PHONICS training session and on Friday we hold another one for SPELD.

We generally do not change staff often and if someone is sick we try not to hire outside people as we have a rather specialised program that is not easily taught by teachers who have not been trained in our methods.

This fantastic picture was drawn by Alessio-one of our new students. Alessio has very high visual-spatial intelligence as I am sure you will notice! Well done Alessio!

  Regards, Victoria and Staff      Feb 9/2009
Working in partnership with you to develop your child’s potential
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