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The views presented here are the author's own personal ones. Victoria Carlton regularly visits South East Asia to present workshops and network with other colleagues involved in the education process. She goes there to rekindle her sense of excitement about teaching and learning and to immerse herself in a stimulating educational environment! 
CHASING DRAGONS' TAILS 
by Victoria Carlton (Director of the International Centre for Excellence)
Australians are spending an awful lot of time trying to work out if our educational standards have fallen. Yes - of course they have! We don't need flawed national literacy and numeracy testing to show us anything -parents and teachers know the answer deep in their hearts. The situation is like the fairy tale about the Emperor who had no clothes. It took a small and honest child to yell - "He's naked!" Well it's time we all yelled! And perhaps we should look to Singapore and Malaysia for some answers! 
I have just re-charged my educational batteries by running workshops for teachers in Singapore and Malaysia. This time I spoke on the subject of MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES and how best to use teaching techniques that will maximise children's potential. 
There is a sense of excitement about education in Singapore and Malaysia. This is happening because the Governments in those countries know something our government has not realised. They know the children are our future. They know it is worth funding education to an appropriate level. They know that children deserve the best and not the leftovers! 
By contrast, funding levels for education ridiculously low and schools are grossly under-resourced! Our parents have to fund raise to buy books and appropriate technology! Can you imagine any other Government Department having to fund raise for essential equipment? 
We still lack a National Curriculum and many children with special needs such as ADD, specific learning difficulties as well as gifted children, are simply not having their educational needs met! This is in spite of the fact that we are well aware of the high numbers of these children and the particular types of programmes they need. 
We are even falling behind world-standards in the Information Technology education arena. 
The Singaporean Government has a plan to make sure every student has a lap-top computer built into their desk within a few short years-something we can only dream of! 
On the plane home I idly flipped through an Asian business magazine that was writing about the information technology revolution that is sweeping South East Asia. The writer noted that it is a great shame that a few poor countries only have one or two computers per classroom. I stopped reading and reflected-this is us! We are one of those poor countries! 
Singaporeans and Malaysians are demanding the best for their children and getting it! They are managing to maintain high standards in their schools while also introducing creative tools to help children to be able to think more effectively and to develop their creative sides. 
Even our children are aware of the low priority that education has in Australia, and this knowledge has seeped deeply into the youth culture. Our students call high achievers "try-hards", a term of derision! In Singapore and Malaysia the kids who don't try hard are likely to be socially ostracised! 
The Singapore Government actively encourages intellectual rigour and creative thinking. Apparently they keep records of their high achieving students and invite them to participate in periodic "Brains Trusts". I have talked with a person who acted as the "old man" of the group for some gifted ex-students who were chosen as the working party to help determine Singapore's policy and plan for Internet gateways. He said it was an amazing experience to have such brains and talents all in one room! Can you imagine the Government of Australia doing such a thing? I think not! And yet-if this country is to recover it's economic position and be able to offer a secure and happy future to its children, we need policies such as these .We need to provide the best education possible for our children. They are our future and they deserve it! 
The mismanagement, apathy and callous disinterest in education shown by our Government has given us an education system that lacks vision and ensures our children have no idea of the meaning of the concept of EXCELLENCE. Perhaps as a nation we have forgotten the meaning of the word EXCELLENCE ourselves! 
The children of Australia are not failing. We are failing them! 
Victoria Carlton is the director of the INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE. 
We believe that all kids are smart!
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