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ARE WE REALLY THE SMART COUNTRY? 
by Victoria Carlton (Director of the International Centre for Excellence)
How many hours are Aussie children really spending on their school work?
I have spoken to many teachers who are very concerned about the extra-curricular pursuits that are taking up valuable teaching time. One year 7 teacher with a large number of children with learning difficulties in her class commented to me that she only has about 2 hours of contact time with her children per day. The rest of the time was spent on learning other languages, sport, specialist art, etc. No wonder our children are failing! 
It is time for our primary schools to close the doors and refuse to squeeze any more time into extra-curricular activities. The key to the whole problem is to maintain balance and whilst it is important to offer a range of non-academic activities we have swung the pendulum too far! 
To make matters worse, parents are on some sort of wild whirlwind, taking their children to organised cultural and sporting pursuits every day of the week after school. No wonder they do not have time to settle down, do homework, generally mess around, play and BE CHILDREN! 
Are we trying to create designer kids who have all the privileges we didn't have ourselves? Are we living our own lives through our children? Do you really want to go on being a taxi driver for your children and ensuring your children never have the time to reflect, read, play or talk to each other and to you? 
We are in very grave danger of creating an illiterate, uneducated generation of children who have the concentration span of a gnat, due to the fact that they are dragged around every half hour to yet another pursuit that will somehow fill up the day and convince us we are doing a good job of parenting. 
Australia is falling behind rapidly in educational standards but it is not too late to halt this worrying decline in standards. Here are a few suggestions that could make a huge difference to the educational outcomes and intelligence level for your child. 
· Take a good long look at the hours your children are spending on non-academic pursuits. Ask your child to choose the most important one or two. Make sure that at least 3 times per week, homework can be completed and a stable consistent home programme adhered to. 
· Insist that your child reads every day and GET THE TV OFF. Read yourself to give an example and make sure you read to your child from high quality literature every night. 
· Set chores for your child to help them develop some responsibility and self-discipline. Insist they do their homework and do NOT do it for them. If it is too hard and your child has difficulties - let the school know. Children should not be left to try to work on material they don't understand. 
· Next time your school sends a letter home asking for money for a non-academic activity ask them whether it is really necessary. Ask to see the class timetable so you can be assured that sufficient time is being spent on literacy and numeracy. 
The notion of "She'll be right" in this country needs to change. "She" (in terms of education) is not "right" "She" is very wrong and the parents of Aussie kids need to unite to stop the rot We need to stop now - wake up and work hard if we are to ever become THE LUCKY COUNTRY again! 
We believe that all kids are smart!
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