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I am writing this from Macau. I am here to give a 2 day course to a large local school on CREAM and JOLLY LEARNING. I met up with some of the teachers today and they are a real international group-Australian/South African/English/Chinese etc. Last year I came here to give a similar course and I can tell you Macau is such a fascinating place- a real mixture of Chinese and Portuguese architecture and a cultural hot-pot! Hardly any of the taxi-drivers, retailers etc speak English so it is quite challenging to order a meal, get around etc!
I will be back on Wednesday but any of the staff can handle any queries while I am away. We are blessed with excellent, creative staff  members who always put the needs of the students first!
Our newsletters will now be issued on a fortnightly basis. Please always look in the document holders on your left as you come through the front door for new newsletters, program updates etc.

ICE-CREAM IS BEST WAY TO LEARN! 
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We have trained hundreds of teachers over the last 5 years regarding the CREAM approach to learning. This is the unique program we have developed at ICE. We like to call it ICE-CREAM!

CREAM stands for Creative- Reflective-Engaging-Active-Multisensory

We believe ALL children benefit from this approach.

CREATIVE: All children are born creative and need to be allowed to reflect this creativity within their learning. Their creativity is nurtured within our essential literacy and numeracy programs.

REFLECTIVE: We believe children need time to reflect on their learning and ask, “What do I already know? What would I like to find out? How do I feel about this information? How does it connect to what I already know?” Children are encouraged to write and reflect about all our learning sessions.

ENGAGING: If we use strategies drawn from the 8 intelligences (all adults and children have different cocktails of these), we will truly engage children and make our lessons really meaningful. 

ACTIVE: Children are active learners. Quiet children sitting in rows are not necessarily making the best progress. ICE staff use active teaching strategies to maintain interest, enjoyment and high literacy and numeracy results.

MULTISENSORY: The more senses engaged-the more learning takes place. We use our own multisensory methods to help to maximise progress in all areas.
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Our JOLLY LEARNING evening was hugely successful with no seats to spare! We will be having another one in November 20th (a Tuesday) Places are limited and already filling so please book and pay if you want a place. This seminar will give you a great deal of information about our programs and ways to help your children improve literacy standards.

POLICY ON MISSED SESSIONS

Parents are reminded that you are booked in for all enrolled sessions and if you miss sessions you are still charged. We prepare for your child’s lesson, engage teachers and plan groups so cannot allow “hit and miss” attendance. We DO understand that children get sick etc and so we allow “make-up sessions” at no extra cost to you. These sessions can be arranged on a different afternoon to your normal tuition or else we are available for make-up sessions during the holiday breaks.
PAYMENT OF FEES

As most of you know, Martin is a Kinesiologist, and as he is busy with clients and research, we would prefer to streamline collection of fees so he can nurture his practice!
If you are paying by credit-card can you please sign a direct debit form? If Martin is not there it is difficult to take credit card payments as we are all engaged in either teaching or counselling duties. 
If you can pay by cheque or cash you can simply put your payment in the fees box.
 It is important to keep up with payments. We are a small company and cannot carry heavy debt. Please ensure payments are at least one week ahead at all times. We prefer not to issue invoices as we consider this is a waste of valuable time we could be spending on preparation for children. All your details are available in the office and staff can check on hour account if you need this done. 
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CALLS
If you call ICE and go through to answer machine-please leave a message or call 0409911135 if urgent (my mobile) We will eventually have someone full time looking after the office so please bear with us during this interim period! 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS FOR THIS FORNIGHT
· Creativity: we are designing flags that sum up ICE to be placed in our front garden.
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Brain Gym-lazy 8s using triangle windows made by hands.
· Mind-mapping: SPRING

· Jolly Phonics -Word boxes children use cotton buds and paints to practise writing words.
· Matching letters, words and pictures games

· Reading games played to reinforce word recognition.

· Writing out spelling using crayons on large sheet of paper. Try writing out spelling words with non-dominant hand.

· MANY CHILDREN WILL BE TAKING SPELLING PRACTICE PADS HOME-PLEASE TICK KNOWN WORDS AND SEND BACK NEXT WEEK.
· Ea/ee and a-e as in cake
· Verbs-colour and action: red and fists clenched by sides as if running

· Sentences must have a capital, full-stop and verb
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Procedures: Planting seeds. Children will be asked to think of something they can do, write instructions and we have to guess what the procedure is!

· Maths-geometrical shapes- playing with games/equipment-link to art
· Area and perimeter- measuring rooms of ICE and use Sunday Times real estate pages for area of houses exercises for older children.
· INSPIRING PEOPLE: Steve Irwin, Helen Keller and Fred Hollows.
(The children research their lives and we use these wonderful models for reading and comprehension. We believe all of us: adults and children alike need heroes and heroines!
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One of our wonderful students has asked us all to donate old pairs of glasses for a project run by her Church. Could you bring any unwanted glasses and drop them in the office please?

OUR LEARNING CYCLE

We have a definite learning circle at ICE. 
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1. Students engage in some creative activity when they first arrive-perhaps practising spelling in bright colours, helping with a mural about our theme etc. While they do this we get their books changed, hear reading and note progress rates, collect homework and generally make kids feel comfortable. This 15 mins helps children to feel relaxed and turns on their creative learning faculties.
2. We gather, share any successes, news and engage in Brain Gym or kinesiology exercises to stimulate and warm up children’s brains. We also encourage the children to use these great stimulating and concentration enhancing exercises on a daily basis.

3.We have our focus lessons where we teach the focus points for the week. E.g. how to write a particular text type, comprehension activity, phonics/grammar practise and maths focus.

4.  “Folder work” where children work quietly on set work to revise and consolidate what has been taught.

5. Finish with sharing our work, consolidation of key concepts taught, homework reminders and a story. 

Of course some children may have a different “cycle” according to needs but this gives you a general “snap-shot” of what we do!

All children have a new bag for all their materials and individual files. Your children all have Individual Learning Plans (this term they are in the shape of a Growth tree) and we regularly review these. If you have suggestions for these plans-please DO tell us!
We never have more than 5 children in a group unless a teacher is away. This enables us to maximise our attention to all children and nurture their individual learning styles and differences.

You may see all the children all together for a gathering, sharing session. This happens when we need to tell all the children about a new theme, give out honour awards etc.
WEEKLY PROGRAM DETAILS

We have been asked to share more about our programs so you can fully understand and extend the knowledge at home. We will soon put up fortnightly details on a chart for you to see each time you bring your child for a session. Meanwhile, we will also publish program highlights in here.
LOST PROPERTY

We have quite a collection in the hall-please check to make sure the clothes etc get back to their owners! 
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NEW EQ4KIDZ

The new EQ4KIDZ course and the final one for the year, begins on Saturday October 28th 2-4pm and runs for 7 weeks. This is the last opportunity for your child to do the course or to repeat the course. Most children do need to repeat the course at least once to truly make lasting changes. Sometimes they simply re-enrol for the next session and sometimes we suggest having one or two terms off in-between courses.
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NEW EQ4FAMILIES
Our 2-part parenting course will run on these dates: Thursday 8 and Thursday 15th 

November. (7-9pm) If you have not completed this course- please come along and learn how to improve the EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE of your homes and parenting practices! You will be given a substantial discount if your child has ever been enrolled at EQ4KIDZ or if they are booked in for the Term 4 EQ4KIDZ program.
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OUR DRAGON

If you have not already seen our HUGE DRAGON in the backyard-go around and sneak a look. Now the weather has improved we will be completing the paper mache and painting it gold!

RETURNING A-Z BOOKS

Please return your child’s A-Z book each week. There is a $2 charge for non-return. We pay to be part of the A-Z website and it also costs us to print the books. We have chosen these books because of their wide-range of interests and carefully graded levels. We feel the program along with Raz Kids and Writing A-Z really complements our program. We also pay to be part of edhelper.com and Teachnology. These websites offer our children many diverse ways to consolidate and revise materials.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

Please note-there will be no programs offered in Week 1 of the next holidays. We are offering “Make-up sessions” for all children who have missed sessions in the second week. We are offering some creative learning courses in Week 2, so please enrol as soon as possible. The courses include: deepening comprehension through art, art and maths links, creative strategies for reluctant writers. Times and dates are available soon.
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
The August issue arrived late but we will be issuing it to all children this week. I have prepared VIC’S PICKS to inform you of the best titles and bargains. We can take orders for 2 weeks.
CHILDREN’S WRITING
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THE HORSE   by Sky and Twinkey

One day at the farm there lived a little horse. The horse’s name was “Olivia”   

Every day Olivia got teased. She was teased by another horse called Max.
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Olivia said, “What am I going to do? I know. I will run away but I can’t because I am too small to jump over the fence.”

Just then, Max walked up to Olivia. Olivia ran and Max said, “Don’t run. I am not going to tease you. I want to be nice. I will have friends like you. I don’t want to bully you anymore.”

Olivia replied, “I believe you, only if you do not bully anybody again. Is that a promise?”

“Yes”, replied Max.

He didn’t bully anybody else again. They stayed the best of friends for ever and ever.
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OUR PRESENT TO YOU
On Wednesday 12th December we are holding an information evening on –

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS THAT STRETCH AND EXPAND THE 8 INTELLIGENCES

Participants will be given detailed notes about presents that give great pleasure AND promote intelligence growth in all 8 intelligences.

Christmas cake, wine, coffee and tea will be served and there will be a festive air to the evening!

THERE IS NO COST FOR THIS EVENING AND YOU ARE INVITED TO BRING ONE PERSON AS A GUEST. 

Numbers are limited so check your diaries now and make a booking. 

SLOW DOWN, INCREASE IQ AND EQ

Are you aware of the speed most of us travel at through life at the moment?

Are you aware of the negative effect this has on children-their learning, emotions and general physical well-being?
Spend a week observing your family’s routines. Ask yourself questions such as:

· Do we turn off the TV to talk together as a family at meal times?
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Do we have at least 4 nights where we are all together at home to communicate, play games, go for walks and generally get closer to each other?

· Have you played games with your family this week?

· Have all your children enjoyed bedtime stories or are you too tired by the end of a busy day to do this?

· Did you all go for a walk this week?

· How many hours was the TV on?

We are discovering the POWER OF SLOW to enrich our lives, help us to learn deeply and focus on the important things in our lives. 
Your children will not remember you for the number of activities you managed to fit into their after-school routines. They will remember you for the loving times you spent together as a family. 
Talking to your children, reading to them and playing games are intelligence stimulators- both IQ and EQ!

Make sure you do not fall victim to the “busyness disease” afflicting society. Contrary to public opinion- BUSY is not necessarily good! We also need time to reflect, show our love, dream the future and just “hang-out” together! [image: image18.jpg]


I challenge you to get the TV off, get some games and books out or go for a family walk, and generally enjoy “hanging-out” together!

STAR QUALITY

Joseph, Alex, Jarrad , Taylor, Madison, Sebastien, Laura, Emma, Sara, Sarah, Bella, Olivia and Fraser M are to be congratulated for “throwing their hearts over the bar” and really have tried their hardest.                                                             
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Don’t forget: slow down and smell the SPRING flowers with your children this week. Celebrate your family and your love for each other by slowing down and taking time to appreciate each other!
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Kind Regards, Victoria and Staff
PAGE  
4
Working in partnership with you to develop your child’s potential
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