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Hi there everyone- we hope you are enjoying the last of the rather cold, midwinter weather!

	


We are very pleased with the result of our holiday programs. The next holiday programs in September will be just as effective and will concentrate on TEST TAKING and EXAM strategies.

We are also taking bookings for our JANUARY 2003 PROGRAM from out local and overseas client.

TRIP TO SINGAPORE

I will be in Singapore from 15-25th August to conduct assessments, follow-up with children and give courses to teachers and parents. Please contact ICE direct or OASIS LEARNING CENTRE, for bookings.

We will be offering Singaporean parents workshops on JOLLY PHONICS and IMPROVING BASIC LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS.

Stephanie from Singapore and Leederville clinics has returned to Singapore for 3 months and we look forward to her return. Congratulations Stephanie for all the hard work you have put in and the great results you achieved. A special THANK YOU for the wonderful feast supplied from Mrs. Lawrence for the Leederville children last week!

We are very pleased to note that Clara has returned after sickness with the flu. We are glad to have you back teaching with us Clara. Clara will be offering a very interesting music program in the New Year. The program will extend literacy skills and maths skills using the medium of music, as well as extending rhythm and understanding of music.

Michael from the Thursday LEEDERVILLE group is to be congratulated for his excellent science experiments and projects. We love the way Michael does his follow-up programs and loves to communicate his results and help us to learn about all these interesting science concepts.
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EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE COURSES

We ran a workshop for Australia Post on EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE this week and plan many more such workshops in the future. We have trained many teachers in the steps to set up emotionally intelligent classrooms and hope to run some parent workshops in the near future. I also plan to run a workshop on EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE during my next visit to Singapore.
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NEW WITHDRAWAL POLICY

If you wish to withdraw your child from tuition before the advised date, you must give 2 weeks notice in writing, to avoid being charged full fees.

This month we will be featured in KIDS IN PERTH newspaper- front page and on education pages. Here is the text of our front-page article –

WASTED BRILLIANCE IN AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN

Comment - Victoria Carlton
I have just finished a busy day working with children who have learning difficulties.
Learning difficulties? You must be joking! I just finished a session with a seven-year-old who learned five new sounds in an hour, learned about tangrams and how to solve quite involved number puzzles. 
True, we had to let him stop after 30 minutes and have a five-minute run with a staff member. True, he often didn’t appear to be listening. Despite this, he could take in more information than most children I have ever worked with. 
This particular child has been failing at school and his teachers have expressed their concerns to me. They are well aware that if they had more time and resources and could provide more “hands on” learning, maybe there really wouldn’t be a problem. 
Before that, I assessed a child who was only slightly behind the expected “norms”- mainly due to difficulties with phonics and lack of appropriate multi-sensory input. 
For two years he has been on a merry-go–round of services. Finally, his parents could take no more! This merry-go-round has cost around $6,500 and by the time he had reached me there had been no appreciable improvement. 
After all the programmes he has been placed on, he still needed to come to us to be taught in a way that made sense to him.
Make no mistake- learning difficulties is big business! If you jump onto the merry-go-round you can expect to pay out huge sums of money and you may be simply missing the point. 
Your child may actually need a different style of teaching, one not provided by the school. Many of these children are quite brilliant, but need programmes that are very visual, multi-sensory and allow for regular movement.
Early this afternoon I worked with a 15 year old boy who has a fine mind, is a gifted artist and can perform the equivalent maths of a first year university student. He watched a teacher working with a child who had a phonic problem and commented to me quietly- “If only I had been taught like that”! 
His parents have spent around $10, 000 over the last 5 years for absolutely zero effects. His spelling is similar to a child in grade three. We are using multi-sensory learning methods that are at long last helping him to spell and not experience the dreadful loss of self-esteem that has always been present for him.
Similarly, a young man of 14 years I assessed at another centre early this morning has a gifted mind, can problem solve and draw like a professional artist, but has no idea how to study so spends most days after school in detention because he simply cannot organise himself.
He HAS tried Ritalin and Dexamphetamine, neither of which could motivate his heart and mind, or show him the rudiments of getting knowledge into long-term memory. 
We will work with mind-mapping, study skills and help him to organise his writing but the real damage- the low self-esteem- that will take a long, long time to repair.
These stories are repeated every day for me and I am continuously amazed that we are at the beginning of the 21st century and still no closer to teaching in the ways that are necessary for children to learn. 
6 to 12 children in every class of 30 are failing because they are not able to learn in the ways we are teaching them.
Teachers are frustrated because they KNOW this and cannot provide the services their children need due to large class sizes and lack of resources and personnel.
So, children are labelled as having learning deficits and then placed on a myriad of programmes that usually have very little or nothing at all to do with actually teaching the children to improve academic outcomes.
Schools are one of the only institutions that look pretty much the same as they did in the last century. If your great, great grandmother came back today and walked into a classroom she would feel right at home. 
Children HAVE changed. Many of them need extra assistance with basic organisation, concentration, literacy and numeracy. Not all children can learn in a conventional classroom atmosphere and it is not drugs and detentions they need - it is care, respect and programmes tailored to their needs.
We are not giving children what they need. Children have their own unique ways of learning and we are not honouring them. Unless they conform to the way we want to teach they are doomed to fail!
What a shame. What brilliance we are missing. What wasted opportunities. It is time we woke up in Australia and truly took the steps to become the KNOWLEDGE NATION we aspire to be. 
GOAL SETTING

This week we will be goal setting. Please ensure you ask your children about their goals and make sure you set some yourself. Your example is the best teaching tool!

READING

Please ensure you read to your child EVERY day to make sure they are exposed to quality literature and enjoy books while they are catching up on decoding skills.
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If you need ideas for reading material try WEST BOOKS in Burswood Dve, Burswood and Singapore clients can contact Kiran Shah who runs a small, quality literature outlet-GOOD BOOKS 6 447 3320

It is a good idea to establish a family reading time where everyone reads each night- even the youngest ones. You MUST set a goal and read yourself!

The NEUROLOGICAL IMPRESS METHOD is very helpful for increasing reading speed, fluency and word recognition. HELP SHEETS will be available on this topic at all centres this week.

THE NEXT ACADEMIC STIMULATION PROGRAM WILL BE HELD FROM 1-4PM AT WOODGATE HOUSE, GUILDFORD GRAMMAR on Sunday 11th August. Please ensure you have a firm booking for this if you have not completed the program.

It will ensure you understand how you can stimulate your child’s intelligences at home and ensure they reach full potential.

FREMANTLE CLIENTS

I discovered a wonderful new second-hand bookshop last week in Fremantle- quite close to the clinic. It is run by a teacher and he has excellent stock and some fantastic cheap workbooks for children- worth a visit!

OOPS BOOKS

ATWELL ARCADE

9 335 3788

JOONDALUP CLINIC

We may have found premises! We are waiting on confirmation regarding this and will let you know soon. We realise that many people are travelling to Leederville and even Fremantle from this area.

CHILDREN’S WRITING

By Tegan Lamb

There I was looking at my future- me leaving school, moving out and getting married. Which way will I go? Which path will I choose? My future in the very lines of my palm is opening up for me to see. Will I go to college or maybe even overseas to see a few lost memories or gifts upon my future.

I choose the path of happiness, enjoyment and freedom. I love my mental picture of my past, present and future- what will it hold?

EXCERPT FROM GEMMA’S SECRET ADVENTURE

By Grace Mickle

Gemma went in to what she thought was a chapel. It was really some sort of hut. Then she noticed a huge old wooden cupboard.

“Excuse me, what is that cupboard used for” asked Gemma. The woman’s face lit up as if she saw a ghost.

“Never speak of that cupboard again. No-one knows what’s in it”, said the woman sharply. Gemma stared surprisingly at the cupboard door. The key was resting perfectly in the lock. The old woman walked out in a huff.

“I wonder if there’s a secret behind all this, thought Gemma………..

SOME WHAT IFS? FROM KAYISHA

What if?

The world was a big rock

I had golden hair

There were such things as aliens

I had 13 mummies

There were such things as red mice

A lion jumped on my head

Our car had wings

A spaceship landed in our backyard

Adults would be like children

Water tasted like lemonade

We had wings and could fly to space

Here is the text of the second article we have had published in “KIDS NEWSPAPER” this month.

SUCCESS FOR ALL

I am convinced that children can progress very quickly if they are given access to programs that are tailored for their individual needs.

Many children that are sent to us have difficulties with speech and fine and gross motor movements.

We have children attending with difficulties ranging from autism, dyspraxia and dyslexia, to children who have only mild difficulties. We also have those who are a few years ahead and need a challenge. ALL these children need specific programs that meet their individual needs and they need to know their learning style is catered for, and that they are valued members of our learning community.

We prefer to teach children in small groups whenever possible so that children learn the essential group skills they need to survive in school and in society. We find that many of our children, who work with our private tutors, take longer to translate their improved skill levels back to the classroom.

We provide teaching at all levels and combine this teaching with speech and movement tuition when necessary. This makes sure that most children can access all their learning needs during 1 or 2 tuition session per week, which saves parents time as well as money!
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It is vitally important that parents recognise the fact that ALL children have a unique set of strengths and weaknesses and possess a particular learning style that needs to be catered for if their children are to experience success. 

This information can be determined by observation, careful assessments and interaction with children in a relaxed, non-threatening environment. We deliberately choose to use first names with children, set up flexible learning environments and assess in a holistic manner so that we can gather this information.

