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Dear Parents,

We have lots of children’s work to share with you during this issue!

Please make sure you attend the next EQ4FAMILIES course coming up soon. We have limited places and already existing clients are given priority.   

This course will help you improve your child’s self-esteem and teach you ways to appropriately act as their “emotional coach” and help them improve emotional intelligence. Research has proven that EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE is far more accurate for determining future success than IQ. This workshop is dynamic,” hands-on” and has a proven success record for helping parents achieve a greater degree of harmony for the family setting!  

THE 6 SWANS by Aaron from Bayswater

Once upon a time there lived six kings; King Arthur, Sir King Anthony,King Mitchell, Sir King Michael, Sir King William and King Sir Nicholas. King Arthur was the most domineering and the most powerful king of them all, and Sir King Michael was the weakest and the most victimised of all. Each King had also exiled an evil witch called Helga Sproop because she had put curses on all of them.

One day when the Kings were walking in the Dark Forest, Helga, then an old woman walked up to them. She had a large boil on her nose, her hair looked like she hadn’t washed it for ten years, she was wearing torn old grey rags and she cast a nasty spell on all of them. After she had cast the spell she disappeared.

Then a young farm girl came up and saw what the witch had done to the Kings, but she got slightly confused because she didn’t see six Kings – she saw six swans! Then she found out what had happened and asked them if they were alright, the swans could understand her, but they could not talk.

So the farm girl took the swans to her secret place behind the magic waterfall and kept them there for a few days. Then one day the swans were swimming around the pool of the waterfall, a black cloud and then a lady appeared. It was Helga and she told them that the only way they could turn back into humans was by getting a special daisy necklace. This necklace had to be made by the farm girl but must be made from daisies grown in a special place on the other side of the ocean and guarded by Helga’s best knights. “Good luck!” she wished them. Then the swans went back into the waterfall and rested for the night.

The next day the swans were ready to collect the daisies and King Arthur led them and they all hid behind a rock to avoid being seen by the knights. The swans could hide the daisies in the bush. He quickly grabbed ten bunches of daisies and they flew off totally unrecognised by the knights. When they returned to the waterfall the farm girl was missing and couldn’t be found anywhere.

Then the swans found out that the farm girl had been taken by evil Helga and they knew the farm girl was the only person who could make the necklaces. So the swans flew up to King Arthur’s castle where Helga Sproop was staying temporarily. The swans looked through a window of the dungeon and saw the farm girl chained up. Then Sir King Michael flew straight into the window and crashed it. The swans cut the chains and Sir King Mitchell said, “Let’s get the witch!”

Then the six swans and the farm girl went to the top tower of the castle and they saw the witch. The swans quickly pushed her off the ledge. The witch didn’t stand a chance.

[image: image2.wmf]A few days later the farm girl had finished making the necklaces and the kings were back to normal. Sir King Michael had married the farm girl and she became the new Queen of the English.

______________________________

Our new Premier stirred up a hornet’s nest with his recent comments about smacking! 

Here is what some of our children had to say.

COMMENTS ABOUT SMACKING

From the children at Bayswater center.

Kids should not be smacked!

I reckon they should go to their room.

No smacks only kindness

Don’t smack them-just scream and yell!

No-they should just be punished.

SHOULD CHILDREN BE SPANKED?

 By Gabriella

They have been many debates about this matter. My opinion is that children should only be spanked as a last resort, no matter how disobedient they can be.
I believe they shouldn't be spanked because:

*They may become emotionally scarred if spanked out of proportion

*It should be used as a last resort because they are many other ways to discipline a child (eg. naughty step, time out, naughty chair and withdrawing privileges, etc)

*Because it may provoke the child to act worse, therefore you will have accomplished nothing!

*It can physically scar them

But then again many people in the public resort to spanking their children because they believe:

*It is quick and sometimes effective

*It is the easiest way to get your point across in one motion

*Because some children are at an age where reasoning with them is not effective and little spank can stop them just enough to get them to think about their actions

*It is the quickest way to get their attention, sometimes immediately

I now conclude this matter saying that spanking, smacking, etc should be used as a last resort for disciplining a child. Although many people have discovered it can be good and bad, it can still be very harmful to a child. But, as many people agree, parents should choose, depending on the situation, if spanking is appropriate. Thankyou for taking the time to read and consider my opinions on this topic, it is greatly appreciated. 

______________________________

THE STRANGLER by Jackson Moore

Once upon a time there was a boy called John. He was a good guitar player. One day he was playing his guitar when cocky flew in and sad, “No don’t play your guitar. So John dropped his guitar and kept it on the floor. John yelled to cocky at the top of his voice and John was furious-so furious that he fainted. Cocky said, “Your guitar is magical-I mean evil”! And then cocky remembered.

1 YEAR LATER

John went to the Mega Music store to buy a new guitar and as soon as walked in all the guitar strings started to come loose. And then the strings started to chase him up and down the stairs until John ran out of breath. The strings strangled him to death. Then he died. It was so sad. To cocky it was the saddest thing on earth. John was the best guitar player on the planet or should I say in the universe?

He had played with Bon Jovi before-how upsetting!

20 MILLION YEARS LATER

The best guitar player now is Angus Young from ACDC but there are a lot of other good bands and good guitar players, such as Led Zeppelin, Good Charlotte, the Eagles and much more. Playing guitar is easy if you practise.

Thanks for reading my story!

__________________________

BY Jake (from Joondalup)

Motorbikes

[image: image3.wmf]They have six gears. The clutch is on the handlebars. Pull the clutch and kick up the gear.

You must wear an enclosed helmet.

I do racing on a motorbike. In Wanneroo. I usually come first, second and third.

I like it because it is fun and there is really nothing to be scared of.

HOLIDAY  WORKSHOPS

[image: image4.wmf]We will be closing on the first week of all 2-week holiday breaks and running holiday workshops in the second week. Some teachers are available should you need some “one on one” catch-up work at the Bayswater Centre.

Esmerelda is running a very exciting MASK MAKING workshop during the second week. (Details soon-numbers strictly limited!)

WILDFLOWER ESSENCE NIGHT

[image: image5.wmf]We are having an evening in the beginning of TERM 2 for a qualified therapist with WA Wildflower essences to talk to us about the benefits that these gentle, beautiful flowers can confer on us and our children. This will be a very “hands-on” workshop with plenty of opportunities for you to sample first hand the healing powers of these plants. (Details next week)

STUCAL- A WAY TO HANDLE EMOTIONAL “FLASH-POINTS” AND DILEMMAS/PROBLEMS

We will be teaching children this formula for settling emotions and making wise choices.

· stop

· think and feel

· understand

· choose 

· act

· let go

They can use their 5 fingers to remember and then drop hands for “let go”.

HEART-ART PROGRAM

This program is proving to be very popular and the children are completing wonderful, creative work while improving self-esteem, confidence and general emotional competencies.

It is run on Saturday afternoons at our Bayswater center from 2-3:30 and we have 7 places left. Please contact us immediately if you would like your child involved. We believe there is a direct link with high achievement and emotional intelligence and this program will benefit ALL PRIMARY CHILDREN.

_________________________

[image: image6.wmf]By Zayne from Melville

The sun’s rays can hit Australia from far, far away.

If you go halfway to the sun in a space ship, you can’t go any further otherwise you will die!

Sometimes the earth, if it spins around, will be night-time in Australia and morning time in another place.

RACING CARS by Zayne from Melville

Racing cars, if they go too fast they will run out of petrol. Some racing cars can sometimes people can get really injured.

[image: image7.wmf]Some racing cars try and win. I would like to drive a racing car when I grow up.

My work is getting better. I am good at finding out stuff. I am better at doing pictures. I am better with my sounds and reading. 

____________________________

By Rebecca Duke from Melville

Many moons ago across the sea and down the road, there lived a Witch. She scared people. So they would shrivel up until they were gone out of the town.

But there was one girl, one girl indeed that the Witch could empower but not destroy. This girl was on the Witch’s nerves. 

Every night the Witch would think of ways to destroy but the girl could not be destroyed. But the girl would grow smaller and smaller each time the Witch tried. The girl knew that she was growing smaller each time and she was worried that she was going to be destroyed sooner or later. So she prayed at night and wished at day.

 That night after the Witch had put the spell on the girl, she needed to go to sleep (It is had work being mean) and the Witch had not been to sleep for three years or was it four?)

 When the Witch was sleeping she had a dream - a scary dream a very scary dream. The dream was about the Witch but the Witch was a cat and there in the dream was the girl but she was a mouse. The dream was about the girl getting the Witch and putting her in a box a red shiny box. 

Though the night the Witch slept and the dream went on. When the Witch woke up it was a troubling time- she couldn’t get her self together but she tried her best to do her daily scaring. First the baker then the woods men and last but not least the girl (but in the dream a mouse.) When the witch came to the baker and the woods men’s’ houses the Witch failed but when the Witch came to the girl’s house it was different. The girl had the same dream and she thought it was mean so she asked the witch to come and sit down next to her and they talked it out. Then the witch asked the girl to be her kindness teacher and they lived happily ever after.

______________________________

 [image: image8.wmf]A SPECIAL WEEKEND by Courtney

 My Dad took me camping with him last weekend. We were going to Treasure Bridge, past Harvey. 

We got there at 5:30, as we had hoped. They had logged it all off and we were driving around till 8o’clock looking for somewhere to stay. Then we went to the petrol station and I was sitting in the car saying, “What are we going to do?” As I said that, I saw a sign that had a picture of a caravan and a tent. We went to have a look down that way and we found a caravan park so we stayed there for the next two nights. 

On Saturday we went to the Harvey cheese factory and had an ice cream. We were also driving around Harvey Dam and we got lost about five times, driving through the bush. We had a barbecue with bacon, sausages and eggs. We ate bacon, sausages and eggs all weekend!

[image: image9.wmf]
The next day we went home. It was a very special weekend.

___________________

Congrats to Jordan from Bayswater for the fantastic progress in reading, spelling and mathematics. You have worked really hard to reach your goals and I am thrilled with your work!

______________________________

EMILY from Joondalup

I am in grade 4 and I come to ICE at Joondalup.

My favourite thing is ponies. I like to stroke and feed them. I rode one when I was four but someone held the reins.

I adopted a pony called Sparky for a whole year. This was in England. Everyone had 5 pounds each and we went to this souvenir shop and for 1pound you could buy a picture of the pony you adopted. 

For 2 pounds you could adopt the pony. With the last 2 pounds I bought a pony notebook and a really cute pony pencil.

I am coming to ICE to become a better student.

______________________________

Sara from Joondalup

Hi I am Sara. I like looking at pictures of the past. I am interested in history and also in the world of the sea.

I am Grade 4 and I am 8 years old. I turn 9 in September 23rd.

I go to St Stephen’s school and we have out wet carnival tomorrow and I am really excited. 

Dad bought me a chocolate on the way here and an icy pole. He always brings us snacks after school.

________________________

THOMAS from Joondalup

I like school.

I play games. 

I learn

I like icy poles.

Congratulations to Thomas for making such a great start to school! We are so pleased with your progress! You are working so hard to learn sounds and starting words and you are on the road to becoming an excellent reader!

______________________________

SHAYNA from Joondalup

Hi I am Shayna. I am turning 11 the day after tomorrow. I have a dog and 3 cats and an annoying brother!

I like to swim in the pool and play cricket with my Dad. I like watching TV and being with my pets. I like visiting my family a lot. 

I was born in Zimbabwe. It is different to Australia but I like it because my family live there

FREE TIME

Make sure your children have sufficient time to dream, reflect and become creative! Children who are enrolled in too many activities eventually become tense and irritable. It is ESSENTIAL that KIDTIME happens. Children need time to play with each other, draw, read, talk and just dream. 

BUILDINGS by Ashleigh from Bayswater

The ideal house has front big garden with a cherry tree, brick fence around it, lemon tree and daffodils and lilies.

At the back there should be a PEACE garden with grey stone, a waterfall little green grasses. There must be a 25-metre pool with a fence and gates. A tree house in a Jacaranda must also be a part of the ideal house! 

By BRANDON from BAYSWATER

WHALE REPORT

CLASSIFICATION

The Whale is warm blooded. It is a mammal. It swims in the ocean.

DESCRIPTION

It has flesh under its skin.

It is grey and big. It has fins and a big tail. It has a spout.

HABITAT

[image: image10.wmf]Whales live in the ocean. Sometimes you can see them from Rottnest.

DYNAMICS

A whale swims in the ocean. Different whales eat different foods. Killer whales eat meat. Big Blues and humpbacks are vegetarian.

 Congratulations to Imman from Bayswater for the excellent comprehension work last week. I was sooo pleased to note the careful way you checked your answers and read the text. Well done!

Jack from Bayswater has been working on his reading and is learning many new words. Well-done Jack! We LOVE teaching you. Congrats to Jack from Melville-your reading has improved sooooo much. (Must be something about the name!)

 Have a great week  Victoria and staff

REMEMBER: the best learning situations must be interactive, multisensory and FUN! This is why you will often notice creativity,mess and movement at ICE centres. We like it that way because the children are learning and we love teaching this way!

It is possible to store the mind with a million facts and still be entirely uneducated.

Alec Bourne

Working in partnership with you to develop your child’s potential
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