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Dear Parents,

This week I am flying to Macau to give the 2nd part of our CREAM training to a school.

CREAM is our approach to teaching and underpins our entire teaching philosophy. 
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We believe if all these elements are present, real learning will take place for ALL children.

WRITING BY OUR CREATIVE CHILDREN!

By Jett

A long time ago my Mum bought a transformer for me. My brother got HOTSHOT. 
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My Transformer changes from a car to a robot.
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SPRING by Emma 
Spring is the season of joy.

Pretty flowers everywhere
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Refreshing breezes with a summer sun

Inside turns to outside

Never needing jumpers.

Gardens filled with beautiful flowers. 
The King Of The Jungle

By Jarrad 
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The lion was the king of the jungle. The rhino was jealous.

The lion was quite old and had chosen a young successor when he died.
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The rhino was very old but he was a good fighter. The rhino called his friend, the lizard to come and help him tie up the lion. [image: image9.jpg]


They tied him up and the lion got really angry and roared as loud as he could. Everyone heard!
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The turtle wondered what had happened. He really cared about the lion. He was the one picked to be King when the lion died.

The turtle noticed that the lion had gone. He felt sad. He set out on a journey to find him. He travelled through the jungle for many days and nights. 
He found the lion being tortured by the rhino and the lizard. The turtle hoped the rhino and the lizard would go away so he could free the lion. (he was too small to stop them)
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A little snail crawled to where the lion was being tortured. He said in a loud voice, “Leave that lion alone. You shouldn’t be cruel to your fellow creatures! 
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The rhino and the lizard could not see who was speaking so they ran away.

They thought the voice came from God. 
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For all we know, they’re still running!

A warm welcome to all our new children and their families. Please do not hesitate to ask if there is anything you do not understand about our programs.  

PTO
We are concentrating on long and short vowels, consonant blends and recounts and procedural texts this fortnight. We are also putting emphasis on decimals and money in mathematics.

WALNA TESTING

Many of our children have been worried about this testing. Whilst we are in favour of regular evaluation, we see serious difficulties with children being judged by their achievements in only one test. We believe regular observations, individual testing, examining samples of work and discussions with children and teachers will give far more accurate results.

Last week we had our first consultative meeting with our parent advisory body. 

From this meeting came several suggestions:

Teachers and children to wear name-tags (we are doing this now)

More information to you about our programs (so highlights are given to you in newsletter each week)
We have ordered a small shipment of CAN DO cubes so they will be available for sale as soon as they arrive. These beautifully made wooden cubes really reinforce all the phonics learning we conduct. 

LEARNING PLANS
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All children have a “growth plan” at ICE and this term we are asking the children to look at their plans and make suggestions and illustrate them. We want the children to feel they are part of this process by regularly involving them in self-evaluations and asking for suggestions.

STAR SECTION  

Congratulations to Fraser for the fantastic results he is achieving with spelling. We are so pleased with your progress Fraser!

Well done to Luke for commencing his “reading journey”. It is so exciting to watch a child begin to read and recognise words. 

Morgan has recently made excellent progress in both literacy AND maths. Well done Morgan.

Oliver is to be congratulated for his fantastic progress in all areas. You are one of the most hard-working students I have ever taught Oliver!

Thankyou Jack for your hard work and wonderful sense of humour! 

Joseph has worked hard to improve concentration and “on-task” behaviour. Well done Joseph!
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A big welcome to Elisa who has joined our Primary teaching staff. Elisa brings a speciality in MUSIC to ICE so we will be offering more musically inclined lessons!
Elise will also be offering a specialled early education group to develop musical intelligence for young children.

Congratulations to Jarrad who wrote THE KING OF THE JUNGLE. We have included a small version of it in this newsletter. We are also turning it into a picture book for all the children to enjoy! 

Best Regards Victoria and all staff
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