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This is the first issue of a new look ICE NEWSLETTER and represents a link between Australian and Singaporean ICE parents and also between Australian and Singaporean educators.

This newsletter has 2 main functions-

¨       To keep you all informed about ICE programmes and research

¨       To share teaching and learning ideas that will benefit ALL the children who attend our centres.

We have called this new-look newsletter THE LINK because we hope this newsletter will serve as a link between the parents and educators in Australia and Singapore.

In May 2003, we are hoping to establish an ICE tuition centre in Norwich, England and so then the Link will extend to 3 continents! 

This newletter will be distributed by e-mail to overseas clients and by email and hard copy to Australian parents and teachers.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME

We always hold specific programs during the holidays that help ALL children catch up and be ready for a successful following term.

These holidays our focus will be on PROBLEM SOLVING/ COMPREHENSION/EDITING SKILLS.
ICE children who attend holiday programs will of course have their normal teaching programs to ensure their needs are met. They will have BRAIN GYM and JOLLY PHONICS and will be given specific strategies to improve problem solving/ comprehension and editing skills. 

We have chosen this particular emphasis because we believe ALL children- from PP to YR 12 need to have these skills in order to achieve academic excellence.

We have a very effective EDITING KEY for all our participants and will give them out at all holiday sessions. Please keep these useful keys in a prominent place for children to refer to.

During the holidays we will be showing you some unusual, practical strategies to help improve these areas. Please make sure you talk to your child’s teacher at the end of each session to learn about these strategies.

If you cannot attend during the holidays- please let us know as we hold places for all ICE children and recommend that you increase contact time with us during holidays as the children are relaxed and this is an excellent opportunity to “catch up” and consolidate.

BEWARE OF QUICK FIXES!

Oh, how we all wish there really could be a quick cure for learning difficulties- unfortunately each child has unique needs and while there may be common remedial programmes that are needed, one particular program will not usually cure the difficulty. Eg. Brain-Gym may increase learning and concentration, but literacy lessons must still take place.

We were appalled to see yet another DYSLEXIA “cure” on 60 MINUTES a week ago at a cost of $3000! The course involves balance and co-ordination work. We already know that BRAIN-GYM will be very effective and very few of our children present with balance problems.- and this is part of our educational assessment. Learning difficulties is big business and parents need to be careful they do not part with hard-earned money to organisations that promise quick results with no research base.

ICE WINS BUSINESS AWARD
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We were recently awarded the GOLD BARTERCARD COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY GOLD AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE and would like to thank all our clients, friends and supporters for their support and recommendations. We try very hard to ensure we deliver a quality service and it was very affirming to win this important award.

IMPORTANCE OF VISUALISING

	

	
	


Most of our children are strong visual learners and need to strengthen these skills further, in order to make up for difficulties with auditory memory and auditory processing skills.

It is a good idea to stop reading occasionally and ask your child to “make a picture in their head”, or even to quickly sketch what they think a particular character etc might look like. Strong visualisation skills are definitely related to the ability to comprehend both fiction and non-fiction material.
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LATEST TRIP TO SINGAPORE

I have just returned from a week in Singapore. During this time we gave courses on JOLLY PHONICS PROGRAMME, BRAIN-GYM and other BRAIN COMPATIBLE ways of learning, as well as providing many educational assessments for many children. 

While we were there we worked closely with a quality tuition centre called OASIS LEARNING CENTRE and we are proud to be associated with such an effective, “from the heart” group of educators. We will be working with the OASIS LEARNING CENTRE each time we visit Singapore to conduct assessments and courses for teachers and parent.

DATES FOR NEXT TRIP TO SINGAPORE AND PROPOSED WORKSHOPS
Victoria will be travelling to Singapore from 15-25th August and will be available for assessments, 

Consultations and follow-up sessions with children. She will also be conducting educational assessments and giving workshops 

About JOLLY PHONICS, AND INCREASING LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS. Please email ICE directly

Victoriacarlton@ice-au.com if you wish to make a booking, or contact THE OASIS LEARNING CENTRE (6 336 6522) or contact Dora Lai who kindly works as my assistant in Singapore 9 639 1590..
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We will also be working with Davina Tay ( 9730 8996) who markets JOLLY PHONICS and has a tremendous passion for learning and effective products for effective learning enhancement, and running professional development courses in JOLLY GTRAMMAR and JOLLY PHONICS and JOLLY GRAMMAR.

CONGRATULATIONS!

	

	
	



CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE CHILDREN WHO WORKED SO HARD AND GAVE UP PART OF THEIR VALUABLE HOLIDAY TIME TO BE ASSESSED BY ME IN SINGAPORE!
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SPECIAL PROGRAMMES AT CHRISTMAS


We are offering intensive “catch-up” courses during the JANUARY holidays. These programs fill up very quickly and any parents interested in enrolling their children need to let us know as soon as possible.

There will also be specific programmes during the next holiday break.
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We suggest that children double up during the holidays and increase tuition time while they are relaxed and not having to worry about school work. Often the very best learning takes place when children are thoroughly relaxed. 

PATTERNING PROGRAM 

	

	
	


New parents who have learned about the PATTERNING EXERCISE for re-stimulating the brain for enhancement of literacy and numeracy are encouraged to keep up the movements for 3 months. Even thought your children will definitely refuse and complain- simply insist they do the patterning exercise, as it will undoubtedly have a positive effect on their learning!
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BOOKS AND READINJG-

	

	
	


We have examined research about the importance of all parents reading to their children on a daily basis. This practice improves speed and fluency of reading and comprehension also improves. This is probably due to the fact that children are listening and incorporating aspects of the plot into their schema and visualising, as well as savouring the sounds of language. They are being bathed in the sounds of language in an enjoyable fashion and therefore it is ESSENTIAL that you read to your children on a daily basis.

Perth parents and teachers can find the very best in Children’s literature at WEST BOOKS in Burswood Dve, Burswood.

 Singaporean clients are encouraged to contact Kiran Shah of GOOD BOOKS (6 447 3320) Kiran knows more about children’s literature than anyone else I know and she has a fantastic collection to re-motivate your children!

Ice award

WEBSITE If you haven’t checked out our website-please do so-  www.ice-au.com
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We welcome feedback and suggestions as to content etc.

MATHEMATICS

We recently had some very successful fraction lessons using hot chips! We encourage parents to always reinforce fractions knowledge with children when preparing and serving up food.

Eg. If there are 4 family members you might refer to quarters etc.

Mathematics needs to be RELEVANT!

Measurement concepts such as weight are difficult to teach in the classroom so try taking children to markets for the purchase of fruits and vegetables. Get the children to weigh the fruits and vegetables and to work out how much money to proffer!

LABELS LIMIT!

As most of you know- we are very anti the use of limiting labels and prefer to treat each child as a unique individual with their own special gifts and weaknesses. This stops us have pre-conceived, limiting thoughts when designing programs for our children. We have included an article here that was recently written by us for KIDS IN PERTH NEWSPAPER.

LABELS LIMIT OUR CHILDREN by Victoria Carlton, Director of ICE

We see many children in Australia and overseas, who have been diagnosed and labelled as AUTISTIC, DYSLEXIC, ADD etc and we are really concerned that our use of labels is a seriously limiting behaviour.

Once the label has been applied, we then expect a particular type of behaviour and we ONLY SEE WHAT WE ALREADY KNOW TO BE TRUE ABOUT THIS TYPE OF CONDITION! This is frightening as we are limiting our children. Instead of describing their behaviours and using our observations to draw up specific remediation programs, we lump them all into a particular category and treat them according to a pre-set group of procedures and expectations.

At ICE we have decided to step out from this mould and to treat each child as a unique individual with individual strengths and weaknesses. We refuse to limit our children by labelling them, and make the promise that each child will be treated with respect, consideration and given an appropriate teaching programme. Many children we have seen are already labelled but when given an appropriate multi-sensory program exceed all expectations!

If children are allowed to learn in ways that are natural to them they will ALL make improvement. We always advise parents to stop putting labels on their children- take off the limits and watch their child develop their own unique strengths and talents.

Any parents who are interested in chatting to us about our non-limiting assessments and programmes can contact us at ICE on 9 475 0215. We have some very exciting term and holiday programs to help ALL children reach their potential.

ACADEMIC STIMULATION PROGRAM

The next ACADEMIC STIMULATION PROGRAMME will be held on Sunday July 28th from 2-5pm at WOODGATE HOUSE,GUILDFORD GRAMMAR. 

We strongly advise all parents who have not participated in this program to attend. You will learn fun, effective ways to enhance your child’s academic learning- including phonics, BRAIN GYM, visual and auditory memory exercises and may fun learning exercises to stimulate academic development. Please make sure you register with the office as numbers are strictly limited.

EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE WORKSHOP
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We firmly believe that EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE is paramount in importance for all children as well as adults, and that no amount of academic skills and intelligence can rival the importance of EQ (EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE). This is because we have to know ourselves, our emotions and triggers and to be able to collaborate and work together in teams when we reach the real world of work. We always have a small component of each lesson that stimulates INTERPERSONAL and INTRA-PERSONAL intelligence as these 2 intelligences make up EQ. 

We are also offering EQ training sessions to corporations, organisations and businesses. We are running workshops for AUSSIE POST this month and also offering training for businesses on August 13th from 6-8. Please pass on this info to anyone you know who has a business and may benefit from this training. It has been demonstrated that profit margins will appreciably increase when EQ is put through the workplace.

TEACHING PROGRAMMES

Over the next few weeks we will be having a special emphasis on poetry, rhyming and descriptive writing, division and mixed operations. Obviously if your child already knows these concepts or has other needs, we will be providing what they need. 

Rhyming is a very important concept for children to understand and has a marked effect on literacy development. Children with excellent sense of rhyme tend to be good spellers and to enjoy playing with language. The see patterns in language and realise that language has a light-hearted side! 

We suggest that parents read as many nursery rhymes as possible to their young children and then make sure older children read authors such as  Roald Dahl, Michael Foreman and Ogden Nash

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR HIGH-SCHOOL TEACHERS
I am conducting PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT for high-school teachers this week in the area of SYSTEMATIC PHONICS and I will be using many elements of the JOLLY PHONICS program to help teachers learn how to teach phonics in an effective fashion. 

It is very heartening to have high-school teachers asking for professional development in this area as low literacy children are so disadvantages without the requisite phonic training.
