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      THE LINK NEWSLETTER

International Centre for Excellence

“Per ardua ad astra”  www.ice-au.com
 www.ice-au            9271 4200                                                                                                              


Dear Parents,       15/3/2010
FEE RISE

Due to rising costs our fees will rise slightly from next Monday 22nd March. Our usual way of doing things applies-if you genuinely cannot afford the fee rise please tell us as we do not want any students to have tuition cut short.
Here is the new fee schedule:

1.5 hours group tuition: $60

Individual tuition: $80
Individual tuition with Victoria: $135
Eq4kids:$480 (Repeats $360)
Assessments with report: $290
Assessments without report: $190
Amenities Fee per term: $30

We will continue our practise of discounting HOLIDAY COURSES. We will not be offering any courses over the Easter break but would like to offer your children some extra reading books/practise worksheets etc if you would like that. I am putting a list on Martin’s office table-please add your name to the list if you would like some extra work for the holidays.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Children will receive brief progress reports in the last week of term. 

I know some people missed out on their Christmas evaluations. Please email me (victoriacarlton@iinet.net.au) and tell me if you DID NOT get your child’s report. The internet access in my hotel in Singapore stopped and there was nothing I could do. It was unclear which reports had been emailed and which ones did not!

NEW ICE CENTRE

We have a new centre in Adelaide (in the Adelaide Hills in Stirling) We are very happy about our vision beginning to spread and we ask you to let teachers know they are now able to apply for training to open up their own centres. We will offer metropolitan centres south and north of the river as well as country centres. 

TEACHERS WANTED

We are actively trying to attract passionate teachers who love multisensory methods and can think out of the box! We need 1 teacher who would also like some admin and PR work and possibly assist me with Professional Development courses at ICE and in schools. We also need a teacher who would like to work every afternoon. Full training is provided free of charge. Please pass this message to everyone you know.

NATURALIST INTELLIGENCE

This fortnight we have been choosing teaching strategies that reflect and build on NATURALIST INTELLIGENCE
NATURE SMART CHILDREN are so [image: image2.png]


much happier outside. If possible they should visits parks on a regular basis and become involved with caring for plants. They will notice plants and animals and love to have pets and may form deep connections with them. They often like to complete homework and study outside!
PTO
GENERAL ENHANCERS

Make sure children get to experience nature as often as possible by going for walks in the local area

· Take time to stop and look at plants, insects etc and put interesting samples on a “wonder” table

· Talk to children about pollution and ways we can help to save the earth.

LITERACY

Make sure your child works in an environment with plenty of posters about nature and use the soothing sounds of music to enhance their learning environment.

Encourage them to use topics and natural settings in their writing. 

Stories about animals will stimulate and utilise this intelligence.

Write stories with natural settings.

MATHS

Use pictures of animals or plastic animals to practice counting.
Observe the patterns in nature - days, weeks, seasons, moon phases etc.
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AUTUMN WRITING FEASTS
The usual Autumn FEASTS of writing are happening this year!
These pieces were inspired after listening to a I AM I (a song from the RAZ KIDZ site). Get there by pressing the BOOKROOM TAB and then pressing on songs.
I Am I by Tom
I am I.

I am a happy and joyful person sometimes.

I also like eating my dinner because it is my favourite meal of the day. 

I Am I By Georgia

I love being an athletic person .

I love to cook.

I made a big meal by myself. It was a garlic and butter sauce on steak with chips. It was really good.

I like being helpful, nice, caring and positive.

I love looking after animals. I want to be a vet, police woman, hairdresser and chef for a job. 

My goal is to have a good education and be a caring person. 

I am I. By Chas

I like paintball and fishing.

I also like BMX riding.

My favourite food is Indian.

When I have free time I like to watch T.V. and read comics.

This year I am going to try to get better at reading fluently. 

I Am I By Ryleigh

On the holidays I learnt how to do a back flip in to the pool. 

I like doing back flips into the pools last year I couldn’t do a back flip.

I went to the beach and I played cricket with my dad.

I Am I By Mitchell

I am I.

I am good at cricket and football.

I am kind to other people.

I love playing with my friends and family.

I love fishing and I also love snorkelling. 

I like to play at the beach and the pool. 

I Am I By Isabelle

I am I.

When I am happy I like to play with my dog and cat.

She likes to play with string. 

I Am I By Maxime

I am playful and friendly.

I like to play cricket and play with my friends.

I also go swimming. 

This year I will get more runs. 

I Am I By Stella

I am I. 

I am a very creative and cheerful person.

Half of my family is Italian.

I have a Nonna and a Nanna. My Nonna is an Italian grandmother and my Nanna is my younger aged grandmother.

I go to my Nonna’s every Sunday and Tuesday and I stay over at my Nanna’s house on Saturday. 
Tables:
 All children from year 2 onwards will be asked to practise their times tables:

Year 2s learn 2x and 3x

Year 3s learn 2x, 3x, 4x, 5x

Year 4s learn 2x, 3x, 4x, 5x, 6x, 7x, 8x, 9x

Years 5s, 6s, 7s  learn all up to 12 x
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Please encourage your child (Grade 2 and over) to learn their tables on a consistent basis.
Congratulations to these children for outstanding progress: 
Mitchell, Ryleigh, Cody, Tess, Wade, Elena, Maddie, Emily B, Emily W, Georgia, and Isabella K.
HOMEWORK

Most children take home a-z readers and comprehension sheets and also read on www.raz-kids.com (We have purchased passwords for every child enrolled so PLEASE use them!) We download all the results and analyse progress each week. The children who are regularly accessing this site make progress with-

Speed/fluency/comprehension-this progress positively impacts on all aspects of their learning. The reason we invest so heavily in this scheme is because we can monitor the progress-even when your child is not there and actually analyse their comprehension results.
This homework is excellent preparation for the forthcoming NAPLAN testing.
If you would like more or less homework please let us know!

All children have had spelling progress evaluated over the last 2 weeks. This week we are testing the FAREWELL TO SUMMER WORDS.

Our Maths focus has been division/fractions/tables and while still working on these we are also moving into geometry and decimals. 
[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]


We are now taking bookings for the next EQ4KIDS round. I know some of you want your children booked for repeat courses so please let us know as soon as possible. 
Just like an ice-berg, so many of us bury our true thoughts and feelings and then experience TITANIC moments where we lose our tempers, feel unmotivated and generally stressed out! This course helps children avoid the TITANIC moments by learning about their deeper levels!
There will be a new MAKE YOUR CHILD BRILLIANT on Monday 29th March and this will concentrate on using CUISENAIRE RODS to improve mathematics development. The use of Cuisenaire rods will develop mental arithmetic skills and help children learn the main operations such as subtraction and division. It is an excellent system for learning fractions and decimals.

These rods can be purchased at Wooldridges in Midland for quite a modest price. If you are coming to this seminar I suggest you bring your own set of rods as we will be working on the floor and you may not want to share!

You will need to pre-book and pay as I can only accept a small number of participants due to the “hands-on” approach we will take!

We are pleased to note the new NATIONAL CURRICULUM and suggest those of you who have time look at it online and make comments.

We also need a standardised school starting age so children are not disadvantaged when moving interstate.
A word about our ICE curriculum:

We tend to pick out the most important building blocks of knowledge so as to enhance children’s development. We place the learning within themes-often related to the seasons and the 8 intelligences.

You will notice we use lots of learning games as an integral part of our learning program. We totally believe that children learn at a faster rate when playing games and so we purchase and make many, many games.
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During every session we do some BRAIN STIMULATION EXERCISES drawn from Brain Gym, Yoga and Tai Chai. This is so the children will be fully focused and able to concentrate.

We do literacy and numeracy during every session and always try to have a creative component for every session.

The approach we have developed is
 C reative R elevant  E ngaging 
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 A ctive   M ultisensory 

 (ICE-CREAM!)
We believe all children are creative, need relevant programs, must be taught in engaging ways that enthuse them and  learn best by active methods and multisensory approaches  ALWAYS promote higher standards of learning. 
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Kind regards, Victoria and staff 
Working in partnership with you to develop your child’s potential
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